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Conclusion of Dr. Ely’s Discourse Sefore 
the Directors and Students of the Sem- 
inary at Princeton. 

Firruty, Those pervert the gospel of 
Christ, and trouble the Church, who! 
preach, that all holiness consists in | 
disinterested love to God, and being in 
general; and that no person is reconciled 
to God, who isnot willing, from this | 
disinterested love, to be everlastingly 
damned for the divine glory. ‘There are 
few ministers at the present day, either 
in the Presbyterian church, or in the 
General Associations of New England 
which correspond with us, who employ 
this unscriptural and offensive language; 
yet there are some who still insist that 
there is no virtue in us if we are not 
willing to be treated as we deserve. Now 
we deserve to be damned; but surely the 
Scriptures teach us that we ought to 
desire salvation from that wrath which 
we have merited. ‘‘Say unto my soul, 
Iam thy salvation,” is a divinely inspired 
prayer for sinners. O happy are those 
who are willing to ‘‘lay hold on eternal 
life.’ That a true Christian must be 
willing to perish for the glory of God, 
is a legitimate inference from the prop- 
osition, that all righteousness consists in 
the disinterested love of universal being; 
but I deny the truth of this sentiment; for 
each and every mental and other opera- 
tion, which the Bible requires, when 
performed in the manner required, is a 
part of true holiness. It is absurd to call 
fear and hatred aets of disinterested love; 
and the Lord accounts the filial fear of 
himself, and hatred of sin to be holy ex- 
ercises. Hope is not love; and yet 
the Lord taketh pleasure in them 
that fear him, in those that hope in his 
mercy.” On the subject of disinterested 
love, we allow, however, that every 
Christian will feel complacency in the 
character of God; and will love him for 
his own personal excellences, and for 
his. goodness towards others, no less 
than for his loving kindness towards 
himself. Being in general, we are 
not acquainted with; but so fat as we 
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can think of sensitive being we can 
wish them happy sensations; and se 
far as we can conceive of our rationat 
fellow beings, we wish them all the feli- 
city, in holy exercises, of which they 
are capable. There is no danger, how- 
ever, that any sinner will ever feel too 
deep and lively an interest in his God 
and Saviour, provided he only has sav- 
ing knowledge of his character and gov- 
ernment. For one to love God merely 
because he thinks God will save him, is 
a criminal se/fshness indeed; but the di- 
vine law is so far from requiring us to be 
divested of self-love, that it requires us 
to seek our own best interests, and makes 
our love of ourselves the rule of our be- 
inevolence towards our neighbours.— 
| *Vhou shalt love thy neighbour as thy- 
self.” ‘*Dothyselfno harm.” Instead 
of being spoiled through falee metaphy- 
| sics, we desire, most earnestly, that all 
|men may rcalize that God ‘is a rewar- 
' der of them that diligently seek him;” 
| may have respect, as Moses,tothe recom- 
| pense of the reward; and may be moved, 
like Christ, by the joy set before them. 
Sixtuty, Some pervert the gospel of 
Christ by teaching, that after conver- 
sion, aman’s moral exercises are all per- 
fectly holy or perfectly sinful; and so 
trouble the church, by tempting sinners 
| to think, that they may interchangeably, 
jas quick as volitions can succeed each 
other, be perfect devils incarnate or per- 
fect saints. ‘This theory excludes the 
idea, that there may be something sin- 
ful in one’s disposition, mental habits, 
| state and nature. It implies, that when 
‘one loves God at all, he loves him, for 
the time, in as high a degree as he 
/ought to do, and that while the right 
emotion lasts, its possessor has attained 
to sinless perfection. All this seems te 
me to contradict the Bible, and the ex- 
perience of God’s people; for they often 
confess, that in many things they offend, 
and that in all they come short of God’s 
glory; that there is none that doeth good; 
no, not one; and that eren our right- 
, eousnesses are as filthy rags. Who can 
‘sav, that for any moment in his life he 
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was every thing which the law of 
God requires him to be? And that 
with some of his mental operations 
the Searcher of hearts can find no 
fault? 

Seventuty, Some good men have 
troubled the Church, and perverted the 
gospel by a mighty war of words about 
the natural ability of unrenewed sinners 
to convert themselves and keep the 
moral law, perfectly. Ifthey mean, that 
all sinners possess all the mental and bod- 
ily faculties for performing every thing 
which God requires of them, and all the 
liberty which is necessary to perfect 
obedience, the orthodox will have no 
controversy with them. The constitu- 
ent faculties of the human soul are the 
same now in their nature, though not in 
their relative state, that they were nE- 
rone the fail of Adam; and all men 
ovGut to keep, and may keep, the moral 
law perfectly. We go further, and 
agree with our opponents, that 1F im- 
penitent sinners had the disposition to 
come to Christ, forsake their wicked 
ways, and live, they then could doit; for 
when a right disposition of the heart 
and will is secured, the sinner has the 
requisite ability. Yet we do not say, 
that nothing in sinners but aright dispo- 
sition of the heart and will is necessary 
to their being saved; for that right dis- 
position of the understanding towards 
the gospel, which will produce a right 
heart and will; and that saving illumina- 
tion of the mind by the Holy Spirit, 
which will rectify the understanding on 
spiritual subjects, are essential prere- 
quisites. We have no_ hesitation in 
teaching, that sinners can come to God 
sr they will; but so long as they po nor 
wikt to repent, embrace the Saviour, 
pray, and submit, they cannot perform 
these voluntary exercises. Power, or 
ability to do a voluntary action, always 
includes a volition to do that action; andit 
is as absurd to maintain that without wil- 
ling to do so, a sinner has power to obey 
the gospel, as to assert, that because a 
man has by nature a good pair of eyes 
he has therefore natural ability to see 
what is not to be seen. No man can 
com. unto Christ except the Father 
draw him; and no man until he is drawn 
wills to come; but whosoever wills to 
come may come, and he who wills to 
come can come. ‘The representations 
of our opponents make sinners think, 
that they arg aBLE to come to Christ 
without any of the striving influences 
of the Holy Spirit, and whether they 
will to come or not. In this persuasion 
they sit down contentedly in their sins, 
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and think, that on some future emergen- 
cy they shall exert their native ability, 
shall have some independent self-deter- 
mining volition; and shall thus save 
themselves, before it is for ever too 
late. 

Ereataty, Much trouble is produced 
to the Church by those who pervert the 
gospel of Christ on the subject of the 
meritorious procuring cause of our salva- 
tion. This we affirm to be the vicarious 
offering of Jesus Christ, which includes 
the whole of his obedience, in his medi- 
atorial character, to the precept and pen- 
alty of the moral law.—As Adam was 
made the representative head of all his 
posterity,so Christ in the counsels of e- 
ternity,was made the representative head 
of all his seed, who shall be given him 
as the travail of hissoul. As by Adam’s 
disobedience death came upon all that 
die, so by the obedience of Christ shall 
eternal life come upon all that live. He 
became obedient evenuntodeath. This 
is said, to denote the extent of his obe- 
dience; and not to imply, that his obe- 
dience by which men are saved, consist- 
ed exclusively in his dying the death of 
the cross. ‘*For as by one man’s diso- 
bedience many were made sinners; so 
by the obedience of one shall many be 
made righteous.”” The humiliation and 
suffering of Christ are commonly called 

| his passive obedience; and his conformi- 
ty of life to the precepts of the law, his 
active obedience, and these together 
constitute the meritorious cause of a sin- 
ner’s being pardoned and brought into 
an estate of gracious acceptance, in 
which he can be, as a matter of conce- 
| ded favour, not of original right, rewar- 
ded according to his deeds of new obe- 
'dience. If the reason is asked, why 
God pardons the sins of all who shall be 
saved? we answer because he is well 
pleased to do it for the sake of Christ’s 
sufferings. ‘‘Christalso suffered for us;”’ 
and ‘*God for Christ’s sake hath forgiv- 
en you.” If the reason is asked, why 
God accepts all pardoned persons, and 





| brings them into a state of favour, as 


though they had perfectly obeyed the 
covenant of works, and so had become 
legally entitled to life? we reply, because 
Jesus became surety for them, for good, 
and by obeying the moral law in their 
stead, was of God, made unto them right- 
eousness and strength. Hence the 
Psalmist prayed, ‘*O Lord, be surety 
for thy servant for good;’’ and Christ is 
said to be ‘‘the Lord our righteousness.” 
Hence in justifying believers we hold 
God to be as strictly conformed to law 
and equity as in the condemnatiorm ot 
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unbelievers: and assert, that wherever 
grace reigns, it reigns through righte- 
ousness unto eternal life. ‘The accep- 
tance of a vicar in the matter of obtain- 
ing justification before God, was option- 
al with the Deity; and if Christ was ap- 
pointed, sent, into the world, and accept- 
ed as arepresentative, a surety, a substi- 
tute in fulfilling all the demands of the 
law; it must have been for those, and 
for those only, for whom God thus ap- 
pointed, and on whose account God en- 
gaged to accept of him, as their Saviour. 
A vicarious righteousness, a propitia- 
tion, a sin offering, a Redeemer, cannot 
be available beyond the intention of him 
who ordains and accepts the same.— 
‘‘Christ glorified not himself to be made 
an high priest;” but he was called of 
God, as was Aaron, to be an high priest, 
after the order of Melchisedec: and had 
he performed any work not given to be 
done; or had he become obedient for 
any other than the divinely prescribed 
purpose, he would have been so fara 
sufferer without profit; a sacrifice unac- 
ceptable. Hence he said, ‘‘I come to 
do thy will, O God.” The vicarious 
righteousness of Christ was just such as 
God willed it should be; and was render- 
ed for the precise purpose for which it 
was required by the Father. 

What this precise purpose was the Bi- 
ble informs us. ‘*God sent not his son 
into the world to condemn the world; 
but that the world through him might 
be saved.” For this world, which 
through him shall be saved, Christ gave 
himself an offering. He was ‘‘lifted up, 
that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have eternal life, For 
God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.”” Here the object 
for which God sent his Son, and for 
which Christ was made under the law 
and fulfilled all righteousness, is clearly 
defined. He did not become poor, 
merely that salvation might be offered to 
sinners, but that we through his poverty 
might be rich; and he is able to save un- 
to the uttermost all who come unto God 
by him. He does not say, that he inten- 
ded to save any other persons: no, he 
does not affirm, that he is anrz to save 
others. The individuals who come to him, 
he will in no wise cast out, and all may 
come who will; but to save one who will 
finally remain an impenitent unbeliever 
transcends the mediatorial power of Je- 
sus,and would be a violation of the divine 
purposes, truth, and equity. 

In opposifion to all such scriptural 


representations, some of our PIos breth- 
ren, fervently teach, these highly repre- 
hensible, and in their tendency pernicious 
doctrines, ‘*That a limited atonement 
would be an impeachment of the divine 
character;” that ‘‘the atonement paid 
no debt, it involved the infliction of no 
penalty;”—‘‘that Christ could not have 
made an adequate atonement, if this 
atonement implied, that he must endure 
sufferings equal to the eternal damna- 
tion of all those who will finally be sa- 
ved;—that ‘‘the penalty of the law strict- 
ly speaking, was not inflicted at all;’’ 
that the sufferings of Christ were not of 
a legal nature, and ‘‘constituted no part 
of the curse which was threatened against 
the transgressor,”—that the ‘‘idea of 
the atonement, which supposes that 
Christ literally suffered the penalty of 
the law for those who shall finally be sa- 
ved, destroys all mercy in God the Fa- 
ther,”’ precludes all grace in the salva- 
tion of his people, brings no accession 
of happiness to the universe, and anni- 
hilates every particle of benevolence in 
the gospel;—that ‘‘it is for ever impos- 
sible in the nature of things that Christ 
should become liable to suffer that pun- 
ishment which the law denounced 
against the transgressor, and against him 
alone;”’ and that ‘*the idea that Christ so 
took the legal place of the sinner, and 
that the iniquities of his people were so 
imputed to him that the law required 
his death, and justice demanded the re- 
lease of those for whom he expired,”’ is 
‘‘unscriptural and absurd.” The author 
of these strange assertions never gave a 
better proof of his good sense and mod- 
esty, than when he rejected the proffer- 
ed title of Doctor of Divinity; for surely 
such a preacher needs himself to be 
taught the first principles of the oracles 
of God. Would that he had not coadju- 
tors in teaching these perversions of the 
gospel; for it grieves us to find Presby- 
terians publishing, that the imputability 
of Christ’s righteousness does not at all 
depend on his representative character: 
—that the merit and adequacy of Christ’s 
righteousness resulted not in any meas- 
ure from the dignity of his person; that 
had a mere man rendered the righteous- 
ness of law, his perfect human righteous- 
ness would have been sufficient for the 
justification of all mankind;—that ‘‘obe- 
dience does not enter into the matter of 
the atonement, nor any other thing but 
sufferings simply;”—that our Saviour’s 
sufferings were no part of his obedience 
to the moral law;-—that Christ ‘‘did not 
make an atonement under the authority 
of the moral law, or by arly prescription 
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determined to support the authority of law; 

that the sufferings of Christ were not 
final, but a substitution for the legal in- 
fliction of punishment,—that the atone- 
ment was a mere symbol, exhibition, il- 
justration or display of God’s hatred of 
sin, not the punishment of it,—and that 
the atonement was an expedient for 
honouring God and keeping the world 
in awe, while he relinquished the penal- 
ty of his holy law in favour of all true 
penitents. Dr. West long ago asserted, 
‘‘that whenever God’s just and real dis- 
pleasure against sin is exhibited in some 
other way, to equal advantage as it would 
be in the destruction of the sinner, 
atonement is then made for his sins, and 
a door opened for the exercise of par- 
doning mercy.” ‘*The true reason 
why God required an atonement for sin, 
was, that the real disposition of his own 
infinite mind, toward such an object 
might appear; even though he pardon- 
ed and saved the sinner.” President 
Maxcy followed with the assertion, that 
‘whatever would bring into view the 
character and law of God as effectually 
as the perfect obedience or suffering of 
men, must be considered as the atone- 
ment for sin.” Professor Murdeck 
changes the word, from exhibition, or 
tlisplay, and makes this wHaTever dis- 
dilays God’s real disposition towards sin 
to be ‘*‘a symbolical transaction;” and 
then too many among us are ready to 
laud the discovery, that instead of real- 
jy bearing our sins in his own body on 
the tree, Christ was but a significant em- 
blem, a symnor of the evil of sin, whose 


was all that the essential justice of God 
and the good of the universe required, 
Christ ought not to have suffered, and it 
was the excess of cruelty when “it 
pleased the Lord to bruise him.” 

My young friends of the Theological 
Seminary, it is the hope of the Directors 
and friends of this institution, that you 
will never so learn Christ, and pervert 

i the plain statements of the Bible. Our 
heart’s desire and prayer to God for you 
is, that you may know the truth, ably 
defend it, and by its instrumentality turn 
many from darkness to light, and from 
the power of Satan unto God. 

He who winneth souls is wise: but yer 
must not expect to win souls to Christ 
by handling the word of God deceitful- 
ly; nor to nourish them with chaff, in- 
stead of the bread of God, which came 
down from heaven, after they have been 
born of the Spirit. 

You are to go forth bearing precious 
seed; amd if you go forth weeping for 
your own sins, and the sins of your hear- 
ers, and sow the seed of divine truth, 
early and late, with an unsparing hand, 
you will doubtless gome again to him who 
sends you, with rejoicing, bringing your 
sheaves with you. While you are in this 
Seminary, your principal business is to 


|| learn to ‘distinguish between the pre- 
| cious and the vile, between the seed of 


i the kingdom, and the tares which the 
denen sows by his apostles, or clandes- 
| tinely mingles with the wheat which 
| God’s husbandmen disperse. Be not 
| discouraged by the popular cry against 
| metaphysics, from thoroughly investiga- 


death ‘makes an appeal to the moral t ting the operations of your own minds, 


sensibilities of the human race, in favour 
of gratitude and obedience to God, ina 


manner far more affecting and success- | 


ful, than the literal execution of the pen- 
alty of the law on sinners.” ‘ls not 
this sufficient?” asks the Professor: and |; 
his answer is, ‘*This is enough.” 

But if the display, the exhibition, the 


| and the philosophy of language, that you 
may call things by their right names, 
and avoid needless disputes with your 
brethren about words. Some whom we 
| love have greatly erred, on many theo- 
| logical subjects, through false metaphy- 

sics; and you ought to be familiar with 
| the mental science of common sense and 
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symbol of God’s real disposition and_ of |] the Bible, that you may help to out-rea- 


the evil of sin, 1s an atonement; and the 
penalty of the law may be dispensed with, 
instead of being actually inflicted on any 
one, provided God makes h's hatred of 
sin known, then truly the crucifixion of 
Christ was a dreadful tragedy indeed, 
and nothing but a tragedy, in the place 
of which, for ought we can discover, a 
representation on canvass, or picture in 
glowing words, might have been an ad- 
equate and very desirable substitute. 


son, Out-write, out-preach, out-pray, 
| and out-live those false theorists, who 
| boast that accurate discrimination lives, 
and is likely to decease with themselves. 
Our modern knight errants in divinity 
ought to be met and subdued with their 
own weapons. If men _ philosophize 
about the nature of virtue, the Jaws of 
moral agency, the means of grace, and 
the order of nature in the exercise of the 
christian graces, do you philusophize 
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more accurately than they; for he who 
made the Bible made the human mind; 
and the more you study both, the more 
elearly you will see, that the philosophy 
of both is the same. You need never 
expect to put to flight the metaphysical 
harpies which hover around our chris- 
tian sacrifices, so long as you employ 
words to which you attach no definite 
meaning, and attempt to exercise 
them without employing the word of 
truth. 

Let none speculate your souls out of 
the hope of hocaneine, really, spiritual 
fathers tomany,who shall believe through 
your word; and strive to feel more and 
more interested in bringing home a rev- 
enue of praise to the King of Zion, 
whom you are to serve as his ambassa- 
dors to a guilty race. 

After you are secure against the fun- | 
damental heresies of which I spoke in 
the commencement of my discourse, I 
desire nothing so much in your theolo- 
gical education, as that you should at- 
tain to clear, scriptural views of the es- 
sential justice of God, and of. the nature | 
and necessity of that atonement tor sin, | 
which would be due to God, were there || 
but one intelligent being in the universe 
besides the Almighty, and that other be- | 
ing were the sinner to be sayed.., Gov- 
ernmental purposes are indeed to be an- 
swered and regarded; but.God 48 great- 
er than his government, even.as the 
builder of a house is entitled to more 
honour than the work of his hands. 

Jesus is a precious Saviour, my dear 
youth, the hope of our section of the 
church; and we beseech you, if ever you 
preach atall, to preach urs gospel, to 
preach ni™ crucified; to preach him as 
really made of God unto all believers 
righteousness and strength. He must 
be every thing in your theology or he 
will soon get to be nothing in your |! 
preaching, May you, and we all be 
complete in him; and standing before the 
throne of God be able to say, to the full 
satisfaction of the divine law, and of the 
Chief Justice of the universe, that we 
have died with Christ, have arisen with 
him, are free from condemnation; and 
because he lives, are entitled to live 
and reign with him in glory everlasting, 
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THE PILGRIM’S PROGRESS IN THE NINE- 
TEENTHA CENTURY.—BY BUNYANUS. 


CHAP. XXI. 
By this time the day was far spent,and 


the travellers began to wish for a 
place of entertainment, where they 
might obtain a lodging for the night, 
and such refreshments as they needed 
after the fatigues of the day; and lift- 
ing up their eyes they saw, at a little 
distance before them, a house which 
they imagined to be the same which 
was kept by Gaius, when Christiana 
and her company passed this way, and 
which had long been a noted place 
for the entertainment of pilgrims. As 
they drew nearer, they were confirm- 
ed in their opinion by seeing what ap- 
peared to be an ancient edifice, though 
many parts of it seemed to have been 
newly repaired, and there were addi- 
tions to it in more modern style for the 
accommodation of the numerous cus- 
tomers who appeared to resort thither. 
As they approached, the master of the 
house came out to meet them, and ve- 
ry courteously invited them to walk in, 
| saying, the good of the house is before 
| you. Thoughtful and Ardent, re- 
membering how they had been deceiv- 
ed at the pretended house Beautiful, 
paused at the door to make some in- 
quiries; but the rest of the company 
entered without hesitation. Then 
said the Master of the house, 

Walk in, friends, walk in; why do 
you hesitate? 

Th. We wish to know who keeps 
this house, and to be assured that it is 


one which was erected by the Lord of 


the way for the accommodation of pil. 
grims. We had supposed that it was 
the same house which was formerly 
kept by Gaius; but many things about 
it seem to have a new appearance. 

Master. It is the same house, only 
repaired and enlarged for the better 
accommodation of the greater number 
of travellers in our happy times. My 
name is Liberal. I am a lineal de- 
scendant of Gaius, “the host of the 
church.” I commend your caution, 
and to give you evidence of the truth 
of what I say, I will produce the re- 
cords cf the house, by which you 
will see that it is the same. 

So saying he stepped in and brought 
out to them the records of the house, a 
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venerable looking volume, and showed 
them the original charter, sealed with 
the King’s seal jtogether with the ruies 
and regulations of the house, and turn- 


ed to the record which was made of 


the worthy pilgrims who had formerly 
been entertained there. Having seen 
these things, the pilgrims had no lon- 
ger any doubts that this was, indeed, 
the same house which Gaius had for- 
merly kept. So, being weary with 
their journey, they entered, without 
further inquiry, and were shown inte 
the room whiere their fellow travellers 
were already seated. ‘Then the mas- 
ter of the house, having ordered re- 
freshments to be provided, sat down 

with his guests, and they entered into 
the following discourse: 

Liberal. I am very happy to see 
you here; and it is not the least among 
the gratifying circumstances to see 
you travelling together, as true pil- 
srimsoughttodo. I[ perceive, indeed, 
by your garments being not all made 
in the same fashion, that you are not 
all called by the same name. 
the time has been, when probably you 
would have sought different houses of 
entertainment, and when perhaps 
some of you would nat readily have 
been received atthishouse. But Tre- 


joice that we live in a more liberal age, | 


when true pilgrims of every name 
ean meet together inthe same house, 
and sit down at the same table, with- 
outany of those jealous feelings which 
formerly served to keep them asunder. 

Feel-well. It is very gratifying to me 
to see union among brethren. We 
are, indeed, called by different names, 
and we differ in our views about many 
things of minor importance; but there is 
not one of the company but what I em- 
brace as a true brother pilgrim. 

Love-self. ‘These are my sentiments 
too; and I rejoice to find a house of 
entertainment where the same princi- 
ples are avowed. 

No-law. I agree with my breth- 
ren who have spoken. We _ have 
found such houses before; but we have 
not before had the pleasure of be- 
ing all together at the same house. 


And | 


(34 Lhe Pilgrim’s Progress tu the Nineteenth Century. 


Th. I must confess that I am not 
prepared to express full confidence in 
every man that I see with a pilgrim’s 
coat on; nor to account those points 
on which we differ as points of minor 
importance. But having seen the 
charter and rules of this house, and 
cordially approving of them, I have 
come in to seek for entertainment 
where my ancestors have found it be- 
fore me. 

Ard. \ love to see brotherly love 
and union among true pilgrims. 
Those who love the Lord of the way 
ought tolove one another. But I sup- 
pose this does not oblige us to acknowl- 
edge as his true friends those whom 
he refuses to acknowledge. 

Lib. That is true. But there is 
certainly something very pleasant in 
thinking of others as favourably as we 
can. And for my part, I am not dis- 
posed to be very particular with re- 
spect to those I entertain. If astran- 
ger comes tomy house, and calls him- 
self a pilgrim, I am unwilling to be 
suspicious of him, and by a severe 
| scrutiny to give him reason to believe 
that I am disposed to think every man 
an imposter. I am rather disposed to 
treat every man as if [ thought him 
honest, till he proves himself other- 
wise. 

Feel-well. Amen. 
like. 

Th. I do not perceive that you 
make any inquiries, or take any pains 
to ascertain the character of those who 
come. You invited us allat first sight, 


That is what I 


without even inquiring whether we — 


had letters of introduction from any 
proper source. 


Tib. You come in the character of 


pilgrims, and I know of no reason to 
doubt but that you are what you pro- 
fess. You come only to be ‘entertain- 
ed for a night, ready to depart on the 
morrow. Had you come to offer your- 
selves for admittance into the family, to 
become stated residents among us, the 
case would be different. I should 
then look at your letters of introduc- 
tion, with which I doubt not vou are 
all furnished. 
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Eh. You hinted that formerly it }to draw. If it were onrs, we might 
would have been matter of doubt || admit whom we pleased. Bat as itis 
whether we should all have been re- || his, we have no right to admit any but 
ceived at this house, even for occa- || such as he directs us to admit. He 
sional entertainment. On what ac- || bas informed us that he has provided 
count was it? 3 it fer his friends; and he has given us 

Lib. Formerly pilgrims of different || marks by which we are totry the pre- 
denominations had not such liberal || tensions of those who claim to be such: 
feelings towards each other as they || We are not at liberty, therefore, to ad- 
have now; and a greater degree || mit any to his table, but those who 
of agreement in their views, both of || give us credible evidence that they are 
doctrines and duties, was thought ne- || his friends. You seem, however, to 
cessary, in order to their coming into || ask for no evidence at all, unless the 
the same house, and sitting down at || mere circumstance of our appearing in 
the same table. The followers of || the pilgrim’s dressis evidence. But it 
John the Itinerant and the followers of 
John of Geneva could by no means 
consent to walk together. But I re- 
joice that such narrow prejudices are 
giving way. 

Th. Would both be admitted to- 
gether as members of your family, if 


is plain that this is no evidence what- 
ever; for we are required to beware of 
wolves in sheep’s clothing, and are 
distinctly forewarned that in these 
days there will be many deceivers. 
And among the marks he has given us, 
by which to detect such, none is more 
they were disposed? | clear than their disposition to receive 
Lib. Certainly. I should think it || or reject his instructions. It is writ- 
inconsistent to admic any as occasion- | ten, “Ele that is of God heareth God’s 
al guests that we should be unwilling words; ye, therefore, hear them not, 
to admit as permanent members || because ye are not of God.” Also, 
of the house, if they were dispo- | “If there come any unto you, and 
sed. | | bring not this doctrine, receive him 
Th. But, do you suppose the fol- not into your house, neither bid him 
lowers of John the Itinerant would | God speed; for he that biddeth him 
consent to the charter and rules of this || God speed, is partaker of his evil 
house, which you showed me? deeds.” 
| 





Lib. Probably not, without some Lib. We consider that the cordial 
latitude of interpretation. But we do || reception of any one truth is evidence 
not, any longer, make a full consent || of friendship to our Lord. And we 
to them a term of admission. . If we || practice upon the command of the 
obtain satisfactory evidence that they || apostle, “him that is weak in the faith, 
are true pilgrims, we do not think it || receive ye: but not to doubtful dispu- 
necessary to require them fully to con- || tations.” 
sent to those rules, in every particular. Th. I believe also that the cordial 
This house is not ours, but our Lord’s; || reception of any one truth of the gos- 
and the table we spread is not owr ta- || pel, when fully understood, is evidence 
ble but his. And we should think we || of friendship to our Lord; because it is 
did wrong to hinder any from coming || connected with the cordial reception 
te it whom he receives. of every other truth as soon as it is 

Th. You appear to take it for gran- || clearly seen. ‘The same heart that 
ted that he does receive those who do || approves of one will approve of ail. 
not consent tothe rules which he has |} And the converse of this, I also be- 
established; which ought not to be ta- || lieve, that the understanding and cor- 
ken for granted, without proof. The || dial rejection of any one truth, is evi- 
fact, that it is the Lord’s table and not || idence of the want of friendship to him. 
ours, would lead me to a conclusion }j But [ had net thought there was any 
the reverse of that which you appear ! thing embraced in the chatter and 
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xules of this house which you would 
consider matters of doubtiul disputa- 
tion, or which can be regarded other- 
wise than as fundamental parts of the 
system of divine truth. If they are 
truths, they must be fundamental 
truths; and if they are not truths but 
errors, they must be fundamental er- 
rors. If any thing can be fundamen- 
tal in the system of divine truth, it ap- 
pears to me that those things which en- 
ter into the nature of christian experi- 
ence must be so. But upon all those 
things the followers of John the Itiner- 
ant differ from me totally, and from 
the articles of thishouse. That which 
I believe to be true religion, they re- 
ject, as not entering at all into its na- 
ture; and that which they believe to be 
true religion, I reject as not entering 
at all into itsnature. One or the oth- 
er of us must be in a fundamental er- 
ror. 

Lib. I do not wish to condemn ei- 
ther of you. I hope you are both 
right in all that is essential. And I 
do not consider so many things essen- 
tial, as you appear to do. It is im-'! 
possible to make men agree in every 
thing, and if we should confine our- 
selves rigidly to our articles, and re- 
ceive none but such as embraced them, 
in the same sense, we should have but 
a very small family. 

Th. I had supposed it were better 
to have a few that were agreed, than 
tu have many who were not agreed. 
It is written, “How can two walk to- 
gether, except they be agreed?” 

Lib. True; but we find no difficul- 
ty. Weagreetodiffer. Those points 
on which pilgrims differ, we agree to 
let alone. And so, we are entirely 
harmonious, and have a very fall 
house, which we could not have on any 
other principles. 

Th. It is enjoined upon pilgrims to 
“contend earnestiv for the faith which 
was once delivered to the 
which is contained in the articles of 
this house. How is it consistent with 
that command, to agree to let alone all 
those points upon which professed pil- 
grims differ? 


saints,” and- 
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Lib. Disputes and contentions are 
what we are not fond of; and we think 
the circumstances of the times are such 
that it is not our duty to contend for 
every particular. The pilgrim world 
are now engaging in great enterprizes 
fer anvancing the kingdom of their 
Lord; and as many hands must be 
called to the work, we feel it of great 
importance to cultivate a spirit of har- 
mony and good feeling among all de- 
nominations, that this great and good 
work may not be hindered. 

Lh. Those enterprizes have for 
their professed object the spread of the 
gospel. Now, it is the gospel itself 
which is sent forth, or it is something 
else under that name. If it is some- 
thing else under the name of the gos- 


| pel, that is sent forth, how can it be 


| 


desirable that great numbers should 
unite in sending forth that which is not 
the gospel, but a system of error? If 
it is the gospel itself, that is sent forth, 
how can it be expected that those who 
neither believe nor love the gospel, 
will give their aid in spreading it? 
Surely, those, and those only, who be- 
lieve and love the gospel, can be de- 
pended upon for their cordial and per- 
manent aid in spreading it abroad. 
And if so, the way to provide perma- 
nent friends to the work is not by be- 
ing silent about it at home, and quiet- 
ly suffering error to creep in and oc- 
cupy its place, as it will, if it is let 
alone. On the contrary, people must 
be instructed,and taught to understand, 
to believe, and love the gospel; and 
then they can be depended upon, as 
permanent friends to the work. Be- 
sides, it is well known that other de- 
nominations have their own institutions 
for the propagation of their own prin- 
ciples; and it cannot be expected that 
they will renounce them, to unite with 
us in spreading principles which they 
do not believe. 

Lib. Your observations suggest 
another reason why a more liberal pol- 
icy should be pursued at this day. 
Those who are so rigid in their attach- 
ment to the principles which our arti- 
cles contain as to be always insisting 
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upon them, are perpetually giving of- 
fenceby so doing; and instead of allu- 
ring men to unite with us, and thus 
strengthening our body, they drive 


dially united together upon a basis 
which the Lord himself shall approve. 
But this never can be done by reject- 
ing, or treating with indifference, any 


them off, and are the means of adding 
to the numbers of those who do not 
think as we do. Should we all doso, 
our numbers would be greatly reduced, 
and we should not have it in our pow- || way to meet his approbation. And 
er to undertake any great things. doubtless, it is as true that he requires 
Th. If we must give up, or let alone || us to believe what he says, as itis that 
all those points in which we differ from |, he requires us ‘to do any thing else that 
other denominations, in order to have he commands. When all shall be- 
great numbers with us, I see not why || lieve whatever the scriptures teach, 
we may not as well give up our dis-| and love those truths with the whole 
tinct organization at once, and connect | heart, they wiil be united together up- 
ourselves with some other denomina- | on a basis which will render their un- 
tion. This would diminish the num- | ion permanent and stable. Such is 
ber of divisions, and increase the num-|| the time foretold, when “the watch- 
bers of those to whom we should belong. | men shall see eye to eye, and lift up 
Lib. Perhaps the day is not far dis- | the voice together.” But all those un- 
tant when something of that kind will ions which are formed by giving up 
be done; not, perhaps, inthe way you | the truth, or any part of it, in order to 
suggest, by our going over entirely to || harmonize with error, are of a differ- 
any other existing denomination, but || ent nature, and cannot long continue. 
by their coming overtous. When we!) They are nothing but anions. in diso- 
shall have all yielded those ‘points || bedience; and though they may seem 
which they are disposed to object! to prosper for a time, while error and 
against, so far as to be silent about || wickedness have their day of triumph, 
them, it will be but reasonable that || I rejoice that the day is coming, when 
they should yield something to us.|! it shall be -fuliy understood, that, 
And it will be more honourable to our | “though hand join in hand, the wick- 
denomination, numerous and respec- || ed shall not be unpunished.””? And T 
table as it is, to retain its name, and || think that if we wish to secure the ap- 
have others assume it, when we ask || probation of our Lerd, we ought to 
them to change nothing else. But if|| keep ourselves clear from all entang- 
they manifest any reluctance to that, I | ling and ensnaring alliances with his 
should be willing to have each give up |} enemies. 
its old name, and agree ona new one,}, Lib. I have no doubt that you mean 
under which we could all unite. And | well; but Iam sorry to find you en- 


thing which he requires us to believe 
and love, any thing for which he com- 
mands us earnestly to contend. Dise- 
bedience to his commands is not the 


_ 


{ 
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indeed, I am sick of all sectarian dis- 
tinctions and names, and should be 
glad to have the time arrive when they 
should be all laid aside, and all pil- 
erims be united under one general and 
appropriate name, which should never 
be the badge of any party. And I re- 
joice that that day is fast approach- 
ing. 

Th. 1 think I do also ardently de- 
sire the time when there shall be no 
more sectarian distinctions nor party 
names, but when all professed friends 
to the Lord of the wav shall be cor- 


tertaining opinions so little “suited to 
this era of good feelings. Your no- 
tions are a century too late. But I 
hope you will learn better as you pro- 
ceed on your journey, and hear and 
see more of the great and glorious 
things which are doing in this wonder- 
ful age. 

F’. w. T hope so too; for, to speak 
my feelings, brother Thonghtful’s ri- 
gid and bigoted notions make him 
rather an uncomfortable compan- 
ion. 

Love-s. Yes; he is not content with 


18 
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the liberty of indulging his peculiari- 


ties and talking in defence of them; 
but he attaches so much importance to 
them, that he seems to condemn every 
body else. Were it not for this, | 
should be willing to hear him advocate 
his notions sometimes, as he seems to 
do it so honestly; though I do not be- 
lieve them, and in truth am not much 
edified with bis conversation. 

No-l. I am often amused with his 
metaphysics, which serve to beguile 
the tediousness of the way. But Iam 
now rather impatient to have supper, 
and retire to rest; for I am quite tired 
with our long. day’s walk. 

Lib. Supper must be nearly ready. 
I will go out and hasten it. 

So the master of the house went out 
to expedite the supper; and 'Thought- 
ful and Ardent withdrew into a cor- 
ner by themselves, and had a little 
conversation, as follows: 

Ard. What do you think, brother, 
of this house? Is it right for us to 
stay here, and partake of the enter- 
tainment which may be afforded. 


Th. 1 think the master of the house’ 


talks strangely, for a good man, and a 
true friend to the Lord of the way. 
But we have seen the charter of 
the house, and its rules and regula- 
tions, which we cordially approve. 
We have evidence that it is ahouse 
which was erected by the Lord of 
the way for the entertainment of 
pilgrims. And since we are here, I 
do not yet see it to be duty to with- 
draw frem it in a hasty or irregular 
manner. It appears to be the table of 
our master which is spread for us; and 
if it is not served as we could wish it 
to be, nor filled with such guests as 
we think suitable, since these things 
have not taken place through our agen- 
cy, nor by our consent, I believe it is 
our duty to remain for this time. A 
rash and hasty withdrawal from a ta- 
ble which our Lord has spread, and 
from a house which he has erected for 
the accommodation of his friends, be- 
cause of apprehended unworthiness in 
others, would not, I think, be justifia- 
ble. The efficacy of an ordinance 
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does not depend upon the ‘temper of 
mind of him who administers, but of 
him who receives it. And we may 
have communion with our Lord, if we 
have not with those who sit down 
with us at his table. 

So the supper was brought in, and 
the guests sat down atthe table. And 
while the master of the house was help- 
ing the guests, he spoke of the great 
love of the Lord of the way in making 
such provision for the entertainment 
of pilgrims, and of his great kindness 
to them in particular in bringing them 
thus far on their journey insafety. He 
enlarged also upon the glorious pros- 
pects before them, when they should 
reach the celestial city, and obtain the 
unfading crown which was the prize 
for which they ran. He dwelt much 
on the pleasures of love and union 
among pilgrims, and exhorted them to 
hold on as they had begun. Thought- 
ful and Ardent sat silent, apparently 
absorbed in deep and solemn thought. 
The eyes of Feel-well sparkled with 
pleasure, while following the speaker 
through his various topics of discourse; 
and now and then an expression of 
approbation and delight escaped his 
lips. Love-self seemed to enjoy him- 
self very well; but “No-law sat and 
partook of the supper with as little 
apparent emotion as of any ordinary 
meal. After supper it was proposed 
to sing a hymn; and Feel-well desired 
to have the one which he had heard 
with much delight at the new house 
Beautiful, to wit: 


“Father of all, in every age, 
In every clime ador’d, 

By saint, by savage, and by sage, 
Jehovah, Jove, or Lord.” &ce. 


The master of the house, however, 
preferred the following, as better adap- 
ted to the occasion: 


“How happy is the day, 
Our eyes are blest to see; 

When those of every name can meet, 
In sweetest harmony, 


Let ports names, no more 
The pilgrim world divide; 

But all with kindred feelings join’d, 
In union still abide. 


Let ardent faith, revive 
Our courage by the wav; 
And each in expectation live. 
Of an eternal day. 
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Lhus while we march along 
Through this dark vale of tears, 

The hope of an unfading crown, 
Shall chase away our fears.” 


<00t= 
For the Utica Christian Repository. 
THOUGHTS ON REVIVALS 


The names of Edwards, and Bella- 
my, and Brainerd, are dear to the 
friends of vital piety and experimen- 
tal religion. They lived in a day 
that was greatly distinguished by re- 
vivals, and were themselves promi- 
nent and efficient instruments in pro- 
moting the work. They had oppor- 
tunity for extensive experience and 
observation, were well acquainted 
with the workings of the human 
heart under a great variety of cir- 
cumstances, and were deeply imbued 
with the knowledge and the spirit of 
the religion taught in the scriptures. 
The two former lived to see the per- 
manent effects of the great revival in 
New Engiand, and to make their re- 
marks upon it after mature reflection 
and attentive observation. And tho’ 
the latter died young, he lived much 
in a little time; and if the length of 
his life were to be measured-by his 
attainments in religion, he would be 
considered as having lived longer than 
most men. 

The life of Brainerd by Edwards, 
containing his Diary and Journal, 
with the remarks of his biographer, 
Edwards on Religious Affections, Ed- 
wards’ Thoughts on the Revival of 
Religion in New England, Bellamy’s 
True Religion Delineated, and his Di- 
alogues on Love to God, Faith in 
Christ, and Assurance of a title to 
eternal life, I consider as forming to- 
gether, a most invaluable collection 
of discriminating, solid, and judicious 
thoughts on the subject of christian 
experience, and of revivals of reli- 
gion; and one which ought to be in 
the possession of every intelligent 
christian at this day, and to be thor- 
oughly studied and digested by every 
minister of the gospel, and every oth- 
er individual who has any agency in 
the management of a revival. 


Nothing is more evident than that } 


all revivals are not of the same chay- 
acter. ‘They were not in the days cf 


| Edwards and Brainerd; neither are 


they in these days. ‘They exhibit a 
very different appearance while they 
are progressing, and they are as dil- 
ferent in their permanent effects. And 
from the very nature of the case it 
must be so. The character of a re- 
vival must be more or less affected by 
the means which are used to promote 
it. ‘The passions will be alwavs exci- 
ted in a greater or less degree. Ma- 
ny will be affected by sympathy, 
which is a powerful principle of hu- 
man nature; and true religion in its 
purest form, has its influence upen the 
passions. But if pains are taken to 
keep them down, and to address the 
understanding and conscience chiefly, 
they will be less excited than if a con- 
trary course is pursued, and pains are 
taken to address the passions and 
work them up to the highest pitch. 
And when persons are awakened, and 
begin to feel themselves condemned 
by the law of God, their convictions 
will be more or less clear and pungent 
according as truth and duty are more 
or less clearly set before the mind. 
And when the convicted are begin- 
ning to obtain hopes of pardon, they 
will be more or less liable to rest up- 


on a false hope, as the true nature of 


experimental religion is more or less 
clearly set before them. If the na- 
ture and extent of human depravity 
are clearly stated to awakened sin- 
ners, they will be more likely to be 
the subjects of genuine conviction of 
sin, and to know the plague of their 
own hearts, than they will if they are 
left to judge of themselves by the 
loose and erroneous ideas they com- 
monly entertain. If the whole char- 
acter of God, as exhibited by all he 
does and by all he says, is kept before 
the mind of the awakened sinner, he 
will not be so likely to think he is 
reconciled to Him, when he is not, as 
he will, if only @ part of that charac- 
ter is presented to his mind. If the 
conditions on which pardon is offered 
are clearly stated, sinners will not be 


Sar Ens Pw ale 


oy 
af 
1h 
£4) 
i 
































140) Lhoughts on Revivals. 


so likely to imagine they have com- {! religion and opposers of reviyals, all 
plied with them, when they have not, | those ministers and christians who 
as they will when those cenditions are || are disposed to discriminate between 
enly stated in a general and indefinite |} one sort of religion and another, and 
manner, and the sinner is left to form || to disapprove of that which is not 
his own ideas of their nature, or to || scriptural. If the enemies of religion 
embrace those which are presented |} consider them all alike, they will 
by the ignorant or self-deceived. charge upon revivals of true religion all 
Those who give instruction at such || the evils which are justly chargeable 
a time, assume a vast weight of re- || upon those which are not. And when 
sponsibility. The least mistake may || they see any revival, or any of the 
destroy a soul. The mere neglect of || supposed subjects of a revival, turn 
distinguishing between things which || out badly, and what was supposed to 
are called by the same name, may |j be true religion come to nothing, it 
leave some, who were hearing for || will embolden them to condemn all 
their lives, to take a wrong course and || that is called by that name, and re- 
perish forever. The mere omission || ject it as of the same character. 
of an important idea, in its proper || This mistake was made in Presi- 
place, may lead to a misunderstand. | dent Edwards’ time, and great evils 
ing of something essential, and decide || grew out of it. There was so much 
the everlasting state of those who de- || false religion mingled with the true, 
pend upon it. What minister of the || and so many excesses and extrava- 
gospel has so thoroughly studied the || gances run into, as served in subse- 
scriptures of truth, and is so deeply | quent years, to bring great contempt 
versed in all that pertains to his pro- || upon all pretensions to.experimental 
fession, as not to tremble at the ama- religion, and make peopie afraid of 


zing consequences which may be the || every thing that was called a revival. 
result of a single sermon, or of a sin- These evils were anticipated by Ed- 
gle conversation, at sucha time! And | wards, and Brainerd, and Bellamy, at 
what reason is there to fear, that those || the time, and were more than realized 
who hastily undertake to be guides to after wards. to their personal know- 
souls, while they are yet novices them- 
selves, will find the blood of many in 
their skirts! | 

I have said that revivals are not all 
of the same character. And this isa | 
remark which I desire to urge upon | 
the attention of all. And I wish it | 
especially because I think there is a | 
strong disposition in both the friends | 
and the enemies of religion to regard | 
them all alike, and because this mis- | 
take leads to many bad consequences || going on in this land, is a glorious 
to both. If the friends of religion | work of God. Part 2d, Showing the 
think them all alike, they will feel it |! obligations that all are ‘under to ac- 
equally their duty to encourage and || knowledge, rejoice in, and promote 
promote them all; and in so doing, || this work, and the great danger of the 
they will be in danger of making || contrary. Part 3d, Showing, in ma- 
great efforts to encourage and pro- || ny instances, wherein the subjects, or 
mote that which is essentially false |} zealous promoters of this work, have 
and fatal in religion, to the destruc- |} been injuriously blamed. Part 4th, 
tion of those who are the subjects of || Showing what things are to be cor- 
it. They will also be in danger of || rected or avoided in promoting this 
considering and treating as enemies to |} work, or in our behaviour under it. 


, 


ledge,:ds their subsequent writings ful- 
ly show. And it was not till more 
than half a century had elapsed, that 
revivals again became general in New 
England. Edwards’ Thoughts on the 
Revival, were written after the work 
had prevailed some time, and while it 
was still in progress. It is divided in- 
to five parts, under the following ti- 
tles: “Part 1, Showing that the extra- 
ordinary work that has of late been 
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Part 5th, Showing positively what 
eught to be done to promete this 
work.” I sincerely wish every one 
at this day, who has any thing to do 
in promoting revivals, would give the 
whole a thorough perusal. And I 
think it of special importance that 
the fourth part should be attentively 
studied. Ido not undertake to say how 
far there are things attending the revi- 
vals of the present day which “‘are to 
be corrected or avoided.” Every one 
is bound to do this for himself. I 
would hope that there are no such ex- 
cesses now as there were then; but 
there may be some things which need 
to be corrected. And every enlight- 
ened friend to revivals of religion 
must wish to have it done, in order 
that by avoiding those things which 
tend to destroy the work 
its continuance, it may be purified 
from all that is wrong, and rendered 
perpetual. 

The following are the concluding 
remarks of President Edwards, in 
his 4th part; and whether they aye ap- 
plicable at the present day, is worthy 
of serious and prayerfuk consjdera- 
tion. t 

“Upon the whole, it appears mani- 
fest to me, that things have, as yet, 
never been set a going in their right 
channel; if they had, and means had 
been blessed in proportion as they 
have been now, this work would have 
so prevailed, as before this time to 
have carried all before it, and have 
triumphed over New England as its | 
conquest. The devil, in driving things 
to these extremes, besides the present 
hindrance of the work of God, has, I 
believe, had in view a twofold mis- 
chief hereafter, in the issue of things; 
one with respect to those that are 
more cold in religion, to carry things 
to such an extreme, that people in 
general, at length havirg their eyes 
opened by the great excess,sand see- 
ing that things must needs be wrong, 
he might take the advantage to tempt 
them entirely to reject the whole work, 
as being all nothing but delusion and 
distraction. And another ts with re- 


, or prevent | 
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|spect to those that have been very 
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warm and zealous, of God’s own 
children, that have been out of the 
way, to sink them down to unbeliet 
and darkness. ‘The time is coming, 
I'doubt not, when the bigger part of 
them will be convinced of their er- 
rors; and then probably the devil will 
take advantage to lead them into a 
dreadful wilderness, and to puzzle and 
confound them about their own expe- 
riences, and the experiences of oth- 
ers; and to make them to doubt of 
many things that they ought not to 
doubt of, and even to tempt them with 
atheistical thoughts. I believe if all 
true christians all over the land, should 
now at once have their eyes opened, 
fully to see all their errors, it would 
seem for the present to damp religion: 
The dark thoughts that it would at 
first be an occasion of, and the inward 
doubts, difficulties and conflicts that 
would rise in their souls, would dead- 
en their lively affections and joys, and 
would cause an appearance of a pre- 
sent decay of religion. But yet it 
would do God’s saints great good in 
their latter end ; it would fit them for 
more spiritual and excellent experien- 
ces, more humble and heavenly love, 
and unmixed joys, and would greatly 
tend to a more powerful, extensive, 
and durable prevalence of vital piety. 

“T do not know but we shall be in 
danger, by and by, after our eyes are 
fully opened to see our errors, to go 
to contrary extremes. The devil has 
driven the pendulum far beyond its 
proper point of rest; and when he has 
carried it to the utmost length that he 
can, and it begins by its own weight 
to swing back, he probably will set in, 
and drive it with the utmost fury the 
other way; and so give us no rest; 
and if possible prevent our.settling in 
a proper medium. What a_ poor, 
blind, weak, and miserable creature 
is man, at his best estate! We are like 
poor, helpless sheep; the devil is too 
subtle for us. What is our strength! 
What is our wisdqm! How ready are 
How easily are we 
erable snares, 


we to go astray! 
drawn aside, into innum 
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while we, in the mean time, are bold 
and confident, and doubt not but that 
we are right and safe! We are foolish 


| bring the bible into neglect and con- 
tempt. Late experience in some in- 
stances, has shown that the tendency 


sheep, in the midst of subtle serpents || of this notion is to cause persons to 


and cruel wolves, and do not know it. 


esteem the bible as a book that is ina 


Oh, how unfit are we to be left to our- || great measure useless. 


selves! And how much do we stand 
in need of the wisdom, the power, the 
condescension, patience, forgiveness, 
and gentleness of our good Shepherd!” 

How great a pity it seems, that the | 
religious public did not profit by the 
judicious and excellent remarks con- 
tained in that book; but should so far 
neglect and disregard them, that a 
long night of declension and dark- 
ness, of above half a century, should 
more than verify his distressing anti- 
cipations! 

A Frrienp To Revivats. 
<0 
For the Utica Christian Repository. 
ON IMPRESSIONS. 


An extract from Edwards’ Thoughts 
on the Revival of Religion in New 
England. 


One erroneous principle, than which | 


scarce any has proved more mischiev- 
ous to the present glorious work of 
God, is a notion that it is God’s man- 
ner, now in these days, to guide his 
saints, at least some that are more em- 
inent, by inspiration, or immediate 
revelation, and to make known to 
them, what shall come to pass hereaf- 
ter, or what it is his will that they 
should do, by impressions that he by 
his spirit makes upon their minds, ei- 
ther with or without texts of scrip- | 
ture; whereby something is made 
known to them, that is not taught in 
the scripture, as the words lie in the 
bible. By such a notion, the devil 
has a great door open for him; and if 
once this opinion should come to be 
fully yielded to, and established in the 
church of God,satan would have oppor- 
tunity thereby to set up himself as the 
guide and oracle of God’s people, 
and to have his word regarded as 
their infallible rule, and so to lead 
them where he would, and to intro- 
duce what he pleased, and soon to 





This error will defend and support 
'all errors. As long as a person has a 
| notion that he is guided by immediate 
direction from Heaven, it makes him 
incorrigible and impregnable in all his 

'misconduct: For what signifies it for 
poor, blind worms of the dust, to go 
to argue with a man, and endeavour to 
convince him and correct him, that is 
guided by the immediate counsels and 
commands of the great Jehovah? 

This great work of God has been 

exceedingly hindered by this error; 
‘and until we have quite taken this 
‘handle out of the devil’s hands, the 
'work of God will never go on without 
‘great clogs and hindrances. But Sa- 
tan will always have a vast advantage 
i in his hands against it, and as he has 
‘improved it hitherto, so he will do 
| still: And it is evident that the devil 
' knows the vast advantage he has by it, 
‘that makes him exceeding loth to let 
go his hold. 

It is strange what a disposition there 

is in many well disposed and religious 
| persons, to fall in with and hold fast 
|this notion. It is enough to astonish 
/ene that such multiplied plain instan- 
ces of the failing of such supposed 
| revelations, in the event, does not open 
| every ones eyes. I have seen so ma- 
| ny instances of the failing of such im- 
| pressions, that would almost furnish 
an history: I have been acquainted 
| with them when made under all kinds 
‘of circumstances, and have seen them 
‘fail in the event, when made with 
such circumstances as have been fair- 
est and brightest, and most promising; 
as when they have been made upon 
|the minds of such as there was all 
reason to think were true saints, yea, 
}eminent saints, and at the very time 
when they have had great divine dis- 
coveries, and have been in the high 
exercise of true communion with God, 
and made with great strength, and 
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with great sweetiess atcompanying, 
and I have had reason to think, with 
an excellent, heavenly frame of spirit, 
yet continued, and made with texts of 
scripture that seemed to be exceeding 
apposite, yea, many texts following 
one another, extraordinarily and won- 
derfully brought to the mind, and with 
great power and majesty, and the im- 
pressions repeated over and over, af- 
ter prayers to be directed; and yet, 
all has most manifestly come to noth- 
ing, to the full conviction of the per- 
sons themselves. And God has in so 
many instances of late, in his provi- 
dence, covered such things with dark- 
ness, that one would think it should 
be enough quite to blank the expecta- 
tions of such as have been ready to 
think highly of such things; it seems 
to be a testimony of God, that he has 
no design of reviving revelations in 
his church, and a rebuke from him to 
the groundless expectations of it. 

It seems to me that scripture, Zech. 
xiii. 5. is a prophecy concerning min- 
isters of the gospel in the latter, and 
glorious day of the christian church, 
which is evidently spoken of in this 
and the foregeing chapters: The 
words are, ‘“‘I am no prophet; I am 
an husbundman: Fur man taught me 
to keep cattle from my youth.” The 
words I apprehend, are to be inter- 
preted in a spiritual sense: I am an 
husbandman: The work of ministers is 
very often,inthe New Testament,com- 
pared te the business of the husband- 
men, that take care of God’s husband- 
ry, to whom he lets out his vineyard, 
and sends them forth to labour in his 
field, where one plants and another 
waters, one sows and another reaps; 
sO ministers are called labourers in 
God’s harvest. And as it is added, 
“man taught me to keep cattle from 
my youth.” So the work of a minis- 
ter is very often in scripture, repre- 
sented by the business of a shepherd 
or pastor. And whereas it is said, I 
am no prophet; but man taught me 
trom my youth. It is as much as to 
say, I do not pretend to have received 
my skill, whereby I am fitted for the 
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fad 
business of a pastor or shepherd fn 
the church of God, by immediate in- 
spiration, but by education, by being 
trained up to the business by human 
learning, and Instructions £ have re- 
ceived from my youth or childhood 
by ordinary means. 

And why cannot we be contented 
with the divine oracles, that holy, 
pure word of God, that we have in 
such abundance, and such clearness, 
now since the canon of scripture is 
completed? Why should we desire to 
have any thing added to them by im- 
pulses from above? Why should not 
we rest in that standing rule that God 
has given to his church, which the 
apostle teaches us is surer than a voice 
from heaven? And why should we 
desire to make the scripture speak 
more to us than it does? Or why 
should any desire any higher kind of 
intercourse with Heaven, than that 
which is by having the Holy Spirit 
given in his sanctifying influences, in- 
fusing and exciting grace and holiness, 
love, and joy, which is the highest 
kind of intercourse that the saints and 
angels have with Ged, and the chief 
excellency of the glorified Man, Christ 
Jesus? 

Some that follow impulses and im- 
pressions, go away with a notion that 
they do no other than follow the gui- 
dance of God’s word, and make the 
scripture their rule, because the im- 
pression is made with a text of scrip- 
ture that comes to their mind, though 
they take that text as it is impressed 
upon their minds, and improve it as a 
new revelation, to all intents and pur- 
poses; or as the revelation of a partic- 
ular thing, that is now newly made, 
while the text in itself, as it is in the 
bible, implies no such thing, and they 
themselves do not suppose that any 
such revelation was contained in it 
before. As for instance, suppose that 
text should come into a person’s mind, 
with strong impression, Acts, ix. 6. 
“Arise and go into the city, and it 
shall be told thee what thou must do:” 
And he should interpret it as an im- 
mediate signification of the wil! of 
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God, that he should now, forthwith, the sons of God, and not under the 
go to such a neighbouring town, and || law: But a leading or directing a per- 
as a revelation of that future event, || son, by immediately revealing to him 
viz. that there he should meet with a |} where he should go, or what shall 
further discovery of hisduty. If sueh |; hereafter come to pass, or what shall 
things as these are revealed by the | be the future consequence of his do- 
impression of these words, it is to all | ing thus or thus, if there be any such 
intents, a new revelation, not the less || thing in these days, is not the nature 
because certain words of scripture are || of the gracious leading of the Spirit of 
made use of in the case: flere are || God, that is peculiar to’ God’s chil- 
propositions or truths entirely new, || dren; it is no more than a common 


that are supposed now to be revealed, gift; there is nothing in it but what 
| 











that those words do not contain in |} natural men are capable of, and many 
themselves, and that till now, there || of them have had in the days of in- 
was no revelation of any where to be || spiration: A man may have ten thou- 
found in heaven or earth. ‘These pro- || sand such revelations and directions 
positions, that it is God’s mind and || from the Spirit of God, and yet not 
will that such a person by name, 
should arise at such a time and g0 | is no more than the gift of prophecy, 
from such a place to such a place, and |j which immediately reveals what will 
that there he should meet with disco- || be, or should be hereafter; but this is 
veries, ave entirely new propositions, | but a common gift, as the apostle ex- 
wholly different from the propositions t pressly shows, 1 Cor. xiii. 2—8. If 
contained in that text of scripture, no || a person has any thing revealed to 
more contained or consequentially im- ! him from God, or is directed to any 
plied in the words themselves, without || thing, by a voice from heaver, or a 
anew revelation, than it is implied || whisper, or words immediately sug- 
that he should arise and go to any || gested and put into his mind, there is 
other place, or that any other person || nothing of the nature of grace, mere- 
should arise and go to that place. || ly in this; it is of the nature of the 
The propositions supposed to be now | common influence of the Spirit, and 
revealed, are as really different from | is but dross and dung, in comparison 
those contained in that scripture, as | of the excellency of that gracious lead- 
they are from the propositions con- || ing of the Spirit which the saints have. 
tained in that text, Gen. v. 6. “And || Such a way of being directed where 
Seth lived an hundred and five years | one shall go, and what he shall do, 
| 
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and begat Enos.” | is no more than what Balaam had 
Those texts of scripture that speak || from God, who from time to time re- 
of the children of God, as led by the | vealed to him what he should do, and 
Spirit, have been, by some, brought |; when he had done one thing, then di- 
to defend a being guided by such im-/|| rected him what he should do next; 
pulses; as particularly, those, Rom. || so that he was in this sense led by the 
viii. 14. “For as many as are led by | Spirit fora considerable time. There 
the Spirit of God, they are the sons || isa more excellent way that the Spir- 
ye are led by the Spirit, ye are not it of God leads the sons of God, that 
of God.” And Gal. v. 18. “But if!) natural men cannot have; and that is, 
under the law.” But these texts them- || by inclining them to do the will of 
selves, confute them that bring them; || God, and go in the shining path of 
for it is evident that the leading of the |) truth and christian holiness, from an 
Spirit that the apostle speaks of, is a || holy, heavenly disposition, which the 
gracious leading, or what is peculiar || Spirit of God gives them, and enlivens 
to the children of God, and that nat-|| in them, which inclines them, and 
ural men cannot have; for he speaks || leads them, to those things that are ex- 
of it as a sure evidence of their being | cellent, and agreeable to God’s mind, 








have a jot of grace in his heart. It 
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whereby they are transformed by the 
renewing of their minds, and prove 
what is that good, and acceptable, 
and perfect will of God, as in Rom. 
xii. 2. And so the Spirit of God does 
in a gracious manner teach the saints 
their duty; and teaches them in an 
higher manner than ever Balaam, or 
Saul, or Judas were taught, or any 
natural man is capable of while such. 


-Qfo— 
For the Utica Christian Repository. 
A LETTER ON TRYING THE SPIRITS. 


Dear Friend and Brother, 

Since your return from a place 
where you witnessed, as you report, a 
sreat revival of religion, there has| 
been a visible alteration in your feel- 
ings. Of this you are doubtless sen- 
sible, .as well as others; and probably 
think you have, in some degree, im- 
bibed the spirit of a revival. Now, ; 
we agree that a revival of true reii- || 
gion is an event greatly to be desired j) 
and prayed for; and when it takes | 
place, greatly to be rejoiced in. And 
we shall agree too, that for one chiris- | 
tian to imbibe the true spirit of a gen- 
uine revival, is matter of rejoicmg. 
And I think we shall agree also, this| 


for a christian to be deceived in this 
matter, and to imbibe a wrong spirit, | 
and think it is a right one, is matter of 
mourning and lamentation. For, " 
he has imbibed a wrong spirit, and 
follows it where it naturally leads, it 
will lead him out of the way, to the) 
dishonour of God, the injury of his 
own soul, and the souls of others. 
An inspired apostle thought it neces- 
sary to say, “Beloved, believe not ev- 
ery spirit, but try the spirits, wheth- 
er they areof God.” If the spirit yo 





have imbibed is a right spirit, then it 
ought to be cherished, and cultivated, 
and increased, in yourself; and you 
ought to try to lead others into the 
same spirit. But if it is a wrong spir- 
it, then you ought not to cherish 
it, but lay it aside. In these cbser- 
vations I think we shall entirely 
agree. 

How, then, can we trv this spirit, 


and ascertain its true character? Pere 
haps something can be ascertained ree 
specting it, by inquiring into its ten- 
dency. What does itlead to? Does 
it lead you to pray more, to be more 
deeply affected with the dreadful con- 
dition of impenitent sinners, to warn 
them of it, to be desirous to rouse 
your brethren, and to be less taken up 
with your worldly busirftss, and dis- 
posed even to neglect it for the sake 
of attending to religious exercises? 
These seem to be good effects, and 
such as correct views and feelings 
would be likely to produce. But, can 
we certainly conclude that it is a 
right spirit, because it produces these 
effects? Is it impossible that these ef- 
fects should be produced by it, and 
yet the spirit itself be entirely wrong ? 
If these eflects can be produced by a 
spirit which is entirely wrong, as well 
as by one that is right, then these et- 
fects are no proof that itis a right 
spirit. I- knew a man, twenty-six 
years ago, who was deeply imbued, 
as he thought, with the spirit of a re- 
vival; and it produced these effects in 
him ina high degree. He was so deep- 
ly affected that he neglected his world- 
ly business, and went about, from house 
to house, to talk to his neighbours, 
and to warn sinners to flee from the 
wrath to come. But I have known 
the same man to have been now for 
twenty years a notorious profligate, 
and a part of that time a tenant ef 
the state’s prison for stealing. Simi- 
lar instances,I believe, are not uncom- 
mon. But, were there only one, it 
would be sufficient to show that these 
effects are no evidence that the spirit 
which produces them is a right spirit. 

What other eflects does this spirit 
produce in you? Doesitincrease your 
delight in those great doctrines embra- 
ced in our church articles which place 
Gop before the mind in the clearest 
manner? Does the contemplation of 
those doctrines serve to increase this 
spirit? or does it produce a contrary 
effect? Does this spirit lead you to 
doubt the usefulness of those doctrinés, 
and to question the propricty of keep- 
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ing them betore the mind in a time of 
revival? Does the contemplation of 
those doctrines tend to chill and de- 
stroy this spirit? and do you from this 
conclude that it is hurtful and improp- 
er to keep those doctrines before the 
mind at such atime? I have known 
many instances, especially of late 
years, in which what was thought the 
spirit of a révival has had this tenden- 
cy. Individuals who had _ once 
thought those doctrines highly useful, 
and necessary in order to promote re- 
vivals, have changed their opinions, in 
consequence of what they have learn- 
ed from their own experience. 
ing imbibed, as they supposed, the 
spirit of a revival, they have found the 
contemplation of those doctrines ten- 
ded to chill and destroy their good 
feelings; and they have thus been led, 
not to question the correctness of their 
feelings, but to conclude that those, 
doctrines were of injurious tendency 
at such atime, and ought not to be 
kept before the minds of people du- 
“ving arevival. I have known such in- 
stances, and [I presume you have also; 
and I suppose such instances are mul- 
tiplying continually. And the conclu- 
sion must be correct, if the premises 
aretrue. Ifthe contemplation of those 
doctrines does tend to chill and destroy 
the true spirit of a genuine revival, it 
must follow that it is of a hurtful and 
injurious tendency to preach those 
doctrines in the time of a revival. 
They cannot be useful, at sucha time, 
if they destroy the true spirit of a gen- 
uine revival. 

Some of those who have arrived at 
this conclusion, have taken but this 
one step. They still profess to be- 
lieve those doctrines to be true, and are 


Hav- | 


| 
| 
| 


} 
| 
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by no means prepared to renounce | 


them, or to strike them out of their 
church articles. And perhaps they 
would still have them preached at 
some time, though not in a time of re- 
vival. But let us look at the opera- 
tion of this spirit a little further. If 
the contemplation of those doctrines 
tends to chill and‘ destroy the true 
spirit of a revival, and to lull to sleep 


| 
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again those who are awake, and if it 
is wrong to preach them for this rea- 
son, during a revival, then it must be 
wrong to preach them at any other 
time. For if they tend to sink into 
stupidity these who are awake, they 
must tend, still more, to increase the 
stupidity of those who are asleep. It 
must be wrong, therefore, to preach 
them at any time. 

We shall arrive at the same conclu- 
sion also in another way. It is the 
duty of every christian to be always 
in the exercise of a revival spirit. It 
is the duty of every church to have a 
revival al/ the time. It will be so in 
the millennium; and it ought to be so 
now. If, then, any church should do 
their duty in this respect, and have 
a revival all the time, and those doc- 
trines must not be preached during a 
revival, that church must never have 
those doctrines preached at all. It is 
to no purpose to say, that no church 
has a revival all the time, but has sea- 
sons of stupidity and declension, when 
those doctrines may be preached. It 
has been shown already, that, if those 
doctrines destroy the life and power of 
religion when there is the most of it, 
and sink into stupidity those who are 
most awake, they ought not to be 
preached in a time of declension, to 
kill the little remnant of vital piety 
whick still exists. But we are bound 
to pray for revivals to last always, 
and therefore we are bound to pray 
that there may be no time for those 
doctrines to be preached, and te wish 
and hope that the time of their being 
preached may never come, and that 
they may be forever concealed. Such 
is the conclusion to which this spirit 
naturally leads; and many have been 
already led by it to this conclusion, 
and have fully adopted and avowed 
this opinion. 

Another view of the subject may be 
taken. ‘The true spirit of a revival is 
the true spirit of the gospel, the true 
temper of Christ, that which consti- 
tutes the true christian character. 
Now, if those doctrines do not tend to 
increase this spirit, but to chill and 
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destroy it, they cannot have any influ- |} to love him less than thcy would if 
ence in forming and supporting the || they did not take that view of him, it 
christian character. The christian |} cannot be a correct view of God. 
temper and character is not improved || The true spirit of a revival is the same 
by them, but the contrary. Thecoi- |; in kind with the temper of heaven. 
dial reception of them and attachment || That love of God and joy in him 
to them, is no evidence of christian || which prevail in heaven must be in 
character, but rather an evidence of || view of his true character. If that 
the want of it, It is not necessary, || view of God, which the doctrines in 
therefore to retain them in our church || question exhibit, tends to chill and 
articles. ‘Bhose things which tend to || destroy the true spirit of a revival, the 
form and support the christian charac- || same view of him ggould tend to chill 
ter,and improve the christian temper, || and destroy the joy and love of the 
ought to be retained, and those things || heavenly world. The conclusion, 
which have an unfriendly influence || then, is unavoidable, that we must have 
upon it ought to be struck out. If)! been in a mistake in supposing those 
people can have as much of the true || doctrines to be true; and the Armini- 
spirit of a revival, as much of the true || ans must be right in rejecting and op- 
temper of Christ, without those doc- || posing them as false doctrines, which 
trines as with them, and more too, as || tend to destroy all true religion. 
this spirit leads us to conclude, and as || They find them inconsistent with the 
is supposed and believed by many, it |! spirit of revivals among them, and 
is high time they were struck out of || consider this as a certain evidence of 
the articles of all christians. And || their falsehood. And if they have the 
this is a conclusion to which many in- || true spirit of genuine revivals among 
dividuals, and some churches have ac- || them, they are undoubtedly right in 
tually arrived. And from many facts, || this conclusion. For if those doc- 
which have been for some time com- || triges are contrary toa true revival 
ing to my knowledge, I think there is |) spirit, and tend to destroy it, if they 
reason to believe it is a conclusion to || are contrary to the temper of Christ, 
which many of the churches are rap- || and the temper of heaven, they are, 
idly hastening. And when I am con- || without a doubt, false doctrines, and 
vinced that those doctrines do have the || damnable heresies. Many have been 
effect of chilling and destroying the led by their own experience to this 
true spirit of a genuine revival, I shall | conclusion. It cannot be necessary 
be ready to join in bringing about this || to mention instances to show it; for it 
reformation of church articles, as far | is often avowed, and pleaded as the 
and as fast as possible. best of evidence against them. There 

But this is not all. If the doctrines | is one, however, which has affected 
in question do have this untriendly in- | me very deeply. An acquaintance of 
fluence upon the true spirit ef a revi- I mine, and for many years one whom I 
val, they cannot be true. The doc- | highly respected as a christian and a 
trines which the Lord Jesus Chiist |! minister, who believed and preached 
taught, have a good moral tendency, || those doctrines, and had several revi- 
and not a bad one. He prayed that || vals under his preaching of them, has, 
his disciples might be sanctified through || nevertheless, renounced them a$/fa'se 
the truth. Men are begotten again | and damnable, and now preaches a- 
by the word of truth; and prepared || gainst them. He told me, in the last 
for heaven through sanctification of || interview I had with him, that while 
the Spirit and belief of thetruth. ‘The || he believed those doctrines true, and 
doctrines in question relate directly to || preached them, he found they bad a 
the divine character and conduct. If || chilling and destructive influence upon 
that view of God, which they exhibit, || his religious feelings; and that by re- 
leads his children, when most like him, |} flecting upon that circumstance he was 


A 
ee ae ee 














ST ET AN A ANT LOTR ITEC, SPUR REINA OP a A a et ome cate 
s 


fy 1 Seine 


SERN we ee 2 
pong 


we 
































































fan ee 











Ps ioe 
: tony oe ow 


















































































































































148 A Leiter on trying the Spirits. 


led finally to give them up and re- || to experimental religion; but there is 


nounce them as false. Instead of cal- 
ling in question the correctness of the 
feelings with which he found those 
doctrines at war, he rejected the doc- 
trines themselves because they were 
inconsistent with his feelings. The 
same man has found by his experience 
that the wild and visionary notions of 
Swedenborg agree well with his reli- 
vious feelings, and serve to increase 
them; and so he now believes in them, 
and does all he can to proselyte every 
body to the same system of new rev- 
elations and communications with the 
invisible world. 

There is another step, however, 
which must be taken, in order to be 
consistent. ‘The scriptures do teach 
those doctrines. The universal de- 
crees of God; his execution of those 
decrees in the works of creation and 
providence, working all things after 
the counsel of his own will; his eter- 
nal determination to save some «and 
to destroy others, having mercy on 
whom he will have mercy, and har- 
dening whom he will; and all for his 
own glory,—are as explicitly and a- 
bundantly taught in the scriptures, as 
any thing else is taught there. The 
Jearned opposers of Calvinism in Ger- 
many, for a long time employed their 
ingenuity in trying to explain away 
those declarations of scripture in which 
these doctrines are taught. But not 
satisfied with their own work, they 
have, at length, taken a different 
ground. They admit that these doc- 
trines are taught in the scriptures, and 
that the sacred writers believed them 
to be true; but deny that the serip- 
tures are divinely inspired, and affirm 
that the writers have made many mis- 
takes, and taught many errors. And 
to this conclusion the learned oppo- 
sers of these doctrines in this country 
are fast arriving. ‘they do not, in- 
deed, call themselves Deists, for that 
name is unpopular. Some call them- 
selves Unitarians, others Liberal chris- 
tians, and others are known by other 
names. Some of them oppose and 
ridicule all revivals, and all pretensions 
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one class who have what are called re- 
vivals among them, which are said to 
progress with great power, and to in- 
clude great numbers among their con- 
verts. Of the permanent effects of 
such revivals, | have had some affect- 
ing proofs among my own family con- 
nexions. If we follow this spirit, then, 
this supposed spirit of a revival, which 
is opposed to the doctrines#in question, 
it leads us, not only to the rejection of 
those doctrines as false, but to the re- 
jection of the bible which teaches them; 
and we are landed in Deism. 

But we are not yet to the end of our 
progress. From the light of nature it 
is evident, that, if there is a God, who 
made the world and all things there in, 
he must have had a plan, iv which all 
things were included. If there is a 
God, he must be infinite in knowledge, 
infinite in goodness, and infinite in 
power. And we know that if he is 
infinite in knowledge, he knows what 
is for the best; if he is infinite in good- 
ness, he chooses that what is for the 
best should take place; and if he is in- 
finite in power, he will bring to pass 
whatever he chooses should come toe 
pass. So that we donot get rid of the 
doctrines in question by denying the 
bible which teaches them; and there 
is no way for us to indulge our teelings, 
and follow them out into their conse- 
quences, and get rid of those doctrines 
which tend to chill and destroy them, 
but by denying the existence of God, 
and becoming absolute Atheists. 

It is to no purpose to say that all who 
imbibe this spirit are not led into all 
these consequences. Some make a 
slower, and some a more rapid pro- 
gress, in the course upon which they 
have entered. Some do not live long 
enough to follow out their principles 
into all their natural consequences. 
Some are restrained by the circumstan- 
ces In which they are placed, from go- 
ing all thelengths that others go. But 
such appears to be the genuine ten- 
dency of the spirit I have been con- 
sidering, that supposed spirit of a revi- 
val which the doctrines of the gospel} 
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tend tochill and destroy. And many 
can be mentioned who have been 
led by it to take several of the steps 
which have now been pointed out. 
Does the spirit which you have im- 
bibed lead to these things? Has it 
this tendency? Is it aspirit which the 


doctrines in question are adapted to 


chill and destroy? Is it a spirit which 
is not promoted and increased by those 
doctrines, but which cannot be indul- 
ged and increased, unless those doc- 
trines are left outof sight? If so,what 
ought the conclusion to be, in the light 
of the bible, and in the light of your 
own conscience, but that this spirit 
must be wrong? If there is a God, if 
the bible is true, the doctrines of our 
confession of faith are the doctrines of 
the gospel; and their genuine tenden- 
cy must be to increase and promote 
the true spirit of a genuine revival. 
And that supposed spirit of revivals, 
which is not increased and promoted, 
but chilled and destroyed by those doc- 
trines, must be a delusion; it must be 
a spirit of error, and of falsehood,‘and 
one which tends to the ruin of souls. | 
What else can we conclude, but that 
it must be one of those unclean spirits 
which the scripture has forewarned us 
is to go forth about this time, to de- 
ceive the nations, and prepare them 
for “the battle of that great day of God 
Almighty?” If it should greatly pre- | 
vail, and bring multitudes under its in- 
fluence, it is no more than is foretold 
in the prophecy. And if it should 
deceive, for a time, some of the chil- 
dren of God, and lead them far out of 
the way, even that is an event no 
stranger than has often occurred in the 
history of the church. 

But there is another spirit of revi- 
vals, essentially different from that 
which I have been considering, It is 


a spirit which the contemplation a special manner, cherish it in our- 


hibition of the doctrines in question 
tended to promote. They were, in- 
deed, revivals which Arminians could 
not endure, but such as made the sub- 
jects of them rejoice in God, and not 
in themselves; and drink in the doc 

trines of the gospel as the sincere milk 
of the word and grow thereby. They 
were revivals which promoted in chris- 
tians, not a spirit of confidence in 
themselves, and of contempt and bit- 
terness towards others, but a spirit of 
humility, and meekness, and gentle- 
ness, such as the gospel inculcates. 
They were such as led the subjects of 
them to,love and study the scriptures 
of truth, as the only and sufficient 
guide, regarding all pretensions to ex- 
traordinary communications from 
heaven by dreams, visions, supposed 
revelations, or mysterious impressions, 
as delusions, which were to be con- 
demned and avoided. Such revivals 
have worn well. Their permanent 
effects have beén such as the bible 
leads us to expect from the real out- 
pourings of the Spirit of God. Chris- 
tians have grown in knowledge and in 
grace, in conformity of heart and life 
to the scriptures of truth. Sinners 
have been converted, not from one 
modification of selfishness to another, 
but from selfishness in every form, 
to the disinterested temper of the gos- 
pel; not from indifference towards the 
doctrines taught in the scriptures to a 
spirit of bitter opposition to them, but 
to a cordial reception of those doctrines, 
and delight in them. 

Is this the spirit which prevails in 
the place you visited, the spirit which 
you have imbibed, and brought home 
with you? Ifso, it is matter of rejoic- 
ing and thanksgiving. And wherever 
we see it, let us rejoice in it, and give 
thanks to God for it. And let us, in 


the doctrines of the gospel tends to || selves, and try to promote it in our 


cherish and promote. It is the same 
spirit which was so visible in Brainerd 
and Edwards and Bellamy, as appears 
from their writings.. I have seen revi- 
vals where this spirit prevailed, and 
which the most clear and abundant ex- 
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brethren. But if, at any time, we im- 
bibe a different spirit, and one which 
is at war with the gospel, let us has- 
ten to repent of it,and lay it aside with 
loathing and abhorrence, lest God be 
provoked to send us strong delusion to 


a 


~y 


i 
> 


Fae sal 


ean onimaamad 


cea AN OR OA 











150 


believe a lic, that we might be damned 
because we believed not the truth but 
had pleasure in unrighteousness. 


A FRIEND. 


DIGI 
For the Utica Christian Repository. 
ERRORS IN THE APOSTOLICAL 
CHURCHES. 

Tt is very evident from the wri- 
tings of the apostles, that even in 
those times there were false teachers, 
and dangerous errors were prepaga- 
ted in the churches. These errois, 
in some instances, we find directly || 
combatted ; while, in ethers, they are 
alluded to, and refuted or contradict- 
ed, without being named. It will help, 
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cise ground of dispute: Paul and 
his companions affirmed that the blood 
of Christ was the sole and sufficient 
ground of salvation, and that all who 
truly believed in him would be saved, 
whether circumcised or not; w hile 
their opponents insisted that faith in 
Christ was not alone sufficient, but 
that all, even gentiles, must be circum- 
cised and keep the law of Moses, or 
they could not be saved. As the 
brethren at Antioch could not well 
settle this question among themselves, 
it was agreed to refer it to the apos- 
tles, and elders, and the church at Je- 
rusalem; where it was determined, as 
might have been expected, in favour 


1 think, to a right understanding of || of Paul. 


the apostolical writings, to know “dis- 
tinctly what these errors were. To 
point them out, so far as they can at 
present be discovered, and to exhibit 
the manner in which a variety of pas- 





But notwithstanding this determi- 


| nation, the question was far from be- 


ing at rest. It continued to be agita- 
ted, and Paul continued to be troubled 


with these false and Judaizing teach- 
sages in the New Tes tament may be |) ers, to the end of his life. 


The point 


supposed to bear upon them, will be |in debate between them was one, as 


my object, in the following communi- 
cation. And, 





we have seen, of great importance in 
itself. It respected the very founda- 


1. A principal class of errors, with || tion of our hope, and the way of our 


which Paul and his fellow labourers 
were called to contend, arose from the 


attempts of certain teachers to impose || before his Ged. 


circumcision and the Jewish ritual 
upon the gentile converts. The con- 
troversy respecting this subject origi- 
nated at Antioch. When Paul and 
Barnabas had returned from their 
first missionary excursion among the 
gentiles, and reported their proceed- 
ings to the church at Antioch, by 
which they had been sent out; “there 
rose up certain of the sect of the 
pharisees which believed, and said, 
that it was needful to circumcise” the 
new converts from among the gentiles, 
‘and to command them to keep the 
law of Moses. Had they,urged these 
things as a matter of mere ecclesiasti- 
cal order, the dispute would have been 
comparatively trifling; but they in- 
sisted upon them as "of vital impor- 
tance, and even as essential to salva- 
tion. “Except ye be circumcised, af- 


ter the manner-of Moses, ye cannot 
be saved.” 


Here then was the pre- 


Salvation. It respected the marner in 
which the believer is to be justified, 
Paul insisted, that he 


I is to be justified by fazth inthe Redeem- 


er; but his opponents urged, that this 
would not avail, without circumcision, 
and obedience to the ceremonial law. 
It is needless to quote passages, in 
which Paul examines and discusses 
the question here proposed, and in 
precisely this shape of it. In nearly 
all his epistles, and especially in those 
to the Romans and Galatians, he de- 
fends, in opposition to the Judaizing 
teachers, the great doctrine of justifi- 
cation by faith alone. 

And as this controversy was great 
in itself, so it was in its consequences. 
The adversaries of Paul did not rest 
with denying the single doctrine of 
justification by faith, but proceeded on 
from one error to another. They at- 
tached an undue value, and indeed a 
saving efficacy, to the rite of circum- 
cision, and to the abolished ceremo- 
nies of the Jewish religion. 


This led 
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the apostle to affirm, “In Christ Jesus, 
neither circumcision availeth any 
thing, nor uncircumcision; but a new 
creature.” “The law, having a shad- 
ow of good things to come, and not 
the very image of the things, can ne- 


_ ver, with those sacrifices which they 
offered year by year continually, make 


the comers thereunto perfect. For it 
is not possible that the blocd of bulls, 
and of goats, should take away sins.” 
The adversaries of Paul, in order to 
bring reproach upon his doctrines, dis- 
puted his claim to be ranked among 
the apostles of Jesus. It was this 
which imposed on him the disagreea- 
ble necessity of vindicating his own 
apostleship. “In nothing am I behind 
the very chiefest apostles, though I be 
nothing.” ‘Truly the signs ef an 
apostle were wrought among you in 
all patience, in signs, and wonders, 
and mighty deeds.” In order to dis- 
prove the claims of Paul to be consid- 
ered an apostle, it was urged that his 
knowledge of the gospel must have 
been received from others, and not di- 
rectly from the Head of the church. 
This furnished him occasion to reply, 


“The gospel which was preached of 


me was not after man; for I neither 
received it of man, neither was I 
taught it, but by the revelation of Je- 


sus Christ.” The Judaizing teachers, 


with their followers, afterwards reject- 
ed the epistles of Paul, and refused to 
receive them as divine revelation. In 
consequence of their views of justifi- 
cation by the law, and not by faith in 
the merits of the Redeemer, they were 
early led to deny the doctrines of 
Christ’s proper divinity, and of atone- 
ment by his death. They regarded 
him as a teacher, rather than a Sav- 
iour, and depended for salvation on 
useless rites and ceremonies, rather 
than on him. Before the close of the 
first century, they were ejected from 
the church, and disowned as heretics. 
They however established themselves 
as a separate sect, and are known in 
history under they’denomination of 
Ebionites. 

2. Another class of errors, which 


infected and disturbed the apostolical 
churches, arose from the attempts of 
some to ineorporate with the holy doc- 
trines of the gospel the dogmas of 
Gnosticism, or the Oriental Philoso- 
phy. ‘This philosophy was of very 
ancient origin. It has been attributed 
to Zoroaster, a Persian philosopher, 
who flourished in some unknown pe- 
riod of antiquity. At the time of our 
Saviour’s advent, it had largely min- 
gled itself, both with the religion of 
the Jews, and with the various philo- 
sophical systems of the Greeks. Pla- 
to learned it in the East; whither he 
travelled in pursuit of knowledge; 
and the religion of the Essenes, a nu- 
merous sect among the Jews, more 
nearly resembled that of the oriental 
philosophers, than it did that of Mo- 
ses. The “wise men” who “came 
from the East,” to pay their respects 
to the new-born Saviour, were un- 
doubtedly philosophers of this class. 
It was against this corrupt but enti- 
cing system, that the apostle warned 
his Colossian brethren in the follow- 
ing word “Beware, lest any man 
spoil you through philosophy and 


vain deceit, after the traditions of . 


men, after the rudiments of the world, 
and not after Christ.” Against the 
same proud system, he also cautioned 
his beloved Timothy: “O Timothy, 
keep that which is committed to thy 
trust, avoiding profane and vain bab- 
blings, and oppositions of science, 
falsely so called, which some profes- 
sing, have erred concerning the faith.” 

I shall here notice some of the lead- 
ing principles of the Oriental philoso- 
phy; and then introduce a variety of 
passages, in which the apostles may 
be understood as encountering and 
contradicting it. It was a first prin- 
ciple with these philosophers, that 
“matter is the centre and source of 
all evil, and of all vice.” Conse- 
quently they inferred that the Su- 
preme Divinity, whom they consider- 
ed absolutely perfect, could not have 
been the auther of matter, or of any 
thing material. Hence, to account 
for the existence of this material 
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world, and of the material bodies of 
men and animals, they had recourse 
to the following hypothesis: ‘The Su- 
preme God, “having dwelt from ever- 
lasting in a profound solitude, and a 
blessed tranquillity, produced at length 
from himself two minds of a different 
sex, which resembled their Supreme 
Parent in the most perfect manner. 


From the prolific union of these two, 


others arose; who were also followed 
by succeeding generations; so that in 
process of time, a numerous celestial 


family were formed, in the regions of |j 


light.” These inferior divinities were 
denominated @éons by the Eastern sa- 
ees, and demons by the Greeks. One 
of them, possessing as it would seem, 
less purity, though not less power, 
than some of his kindred, degraded 
himself so far as to become the Crea- 
tor of this material world. He crea- 
ted the vile bodies of men, and made 


in tracing their different genealogies uj 
to the Supreme God. In these dis- 
putes, such professing christians as 
had been corrupted by them, in a 
greater or less degree participated. 
On this account, the apostle cautioned 
Timothy as follows: ‘Neither give 
heed to fables and endless genealo- 


gies, which minister questions, rather 
’ | ) 


o,?? 


than godly edifying 

The Gnostic believers considered 
the Lord JesusChrist to be one of their 
aeons, or inferior divinities, sent into 
the world to aid in delivering the im- 
prisoned souls of men from the cor- 
rupting influence of surrounding mat- 
ter. Hence they were unanimous in 
rejecting the proper Deity of the Sav- 
iour. And as they believed matter to 
be “ the centre and source of all evil,” 
they were unanimous also in rejecting 
his proper humanity. They could 
not think that he hada real budy of 


them the prisons, and the corrupters || flesh; or that he really suffered and 


of human souls. From these cor- 
rupting prisons, the Supreme Divinity 
is using all proper methods to deliver 
the wretched souls of meg, in which 
benevolent work he will finally, it is 
believed, have complete success; when 
he will dissolve the frame of the ma- 
terial universe, and bury it in a gene- 
ral ruin. 

With principles such as these, a 
disposition was early manifested to in- 
corporate the holy doctrines of the 
gospel. The inferior divinities of the 
Gnostic Philosophers were with them, 
objects of religious worship. These 
were considered by the Gnostic be- 
lievers, the same in general as the an- 
gels of the christian scriptures; and 
hence the propriety of worshipping 
augels was earnestly advocated. This 
furnished occasion for the apostle to 
say, “Let no man beguile you of your 
reward, in a yoluntary humility, and 
worshipping of angels, intruding into 
those things which he hath not seen, 
being vainly puffed up by his fleshly 
mind.” 

The Gnostic philosophers had much 
dispute respecting the number and 
rank of their inferior divinities, and 


died. They supposed all this must 
have taken place in appearance mere- 
ly. In both these particulars, their 
sentiments were strenuously combat- 
ted by the apostle John. He wrote 
his gospel near the close of the first 
century, for the purpose of establish- 
ing, as it is thought, in opposition to 
all who questioned it, the proper de- 
ity of the Lord Jesus Christ. In the 
very first sentence of it he asserts that 
“the Word was God.” And in ma- 
ny passages both of his gospel and 
his epistles, he asserts, in opposition 


to those who denied the humanity of 


Christ, that this Divine “ Word was 
made flesh.” “ Hereby know we,” 
says he, “the Spirit of God; every 
spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ 
is come zn the flesh, is of God; and 
every spirit that confesseth not that 
Jesus Christ is come in the flesh, is 
not of God. Many deceivers are en- 
tered into the world, who confess not 
that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. 
This is a deceiver and an antichrist.” 

As the Gnostic believers considered 
matter to be * the centre and source 
of all evil,” helboct that our ma- 
terial bodies should be mortified and 
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wasted as much as _ possible by absti- 
nence and neglect. They discounte- 
nanced matriage; and, like the Es- 
senes among the Jews, encouraged a 
solitary, monastic life. This proba- 
bl¥led tlie apostle Paul to warn the 
Colossians against such things as 
“have a show of wisdom in will wor- 
ship and humility,and neglecting of the 
body.” And this, in its full dey ol 
opment, may lave been the aposta- | 
spoken of by the same aposile in 
his first epistle to Timothy. “ Some,” 
says he, * shall depart from the faith, 
giving heed to seducing spirits, and 
doctrines of devils,” (or concerning 
demons) “ forbidding to marry, and 
commanding to abstain from meats | 
which God hath created, to be receiv- | 
ed with thanksgiving of them that | 
know the truth.” 

Again, as the Gnostics considered 
matter to be “the source of all evil,” 
and the material body as the clog and 
prison of the soul; they were led to 
deny the future resurrection of the | 
body. ‘They believed in no resurrec- 
tion, except a spiritual one—a rising 
from the death of sin; and that this, 
in respect to all true christians, was 
already past. Sach were the senti- 
ments of “ Hymeneus and Philetus, 
who erred concerning the truth, and 
overthrew the faith of some, saying 
that the. resurrection is past alrea- 
dy.” Suchalso were those among the 
Corinthians, who asserted “ that there 
is no resurrection of the dead; in reply 
towhom the apostle wrote the fifteenth 
chapter of his first epistle, in which he 
establishes this important doctrine. 

There can be little doubt, that be- 
fore the close of the first century, the 
Gnostic believers were separated from 
the true church, and held meetings for 
worship by themselves. It is in allu- 
sion to this separation, as is evident 
from the connexion, that the apostle 
John says; “ They went out from us, 
but they were not of us; for if they had 
been of us, they would have continued 
with us; but they went out that they 
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3. Other errors, which infested the 
churches in the days of the apos- 
tles, were those which have since been 
collectively denominated Antinomian- 
ism. ‘The truths of the gospel were 
so perverted and abused, that counte- 
nance, if not encouragement was de- 
rived from them, in. the praciice of 
sin. Some took occasion, from the 
docirine of justification by faith alone; 
to represent a holy life as wnnecessa- 
ry. Ft matters little what our con- 
duct is, if we only have faith; since it 
is by faith we are to be justified, with- 
out the deeds of the law.” This er- 
ror was very properly noticed and re- 
futed, by the apostle James. “ What 
doth it profit,” saith he, “though a 
man say he hath faith, and have not 
works ? Can faith save him? [f 
a brother or sister be naked and des- 
| titute of daily food, and one of you say 
unto him,depart in peace,be ye warmed 
and filled; notwithstanding,ye give not 
those things that are needful for the 
body; what doth it profit? Even so 
faith, if it have’not works, is dead, be- 
ing alone. Was not Abraham, our 
father, justified by works, when he 
had offered Isaac, his son, upon the 
altar? Ye see, then, how that by 
works is a man justified, and not by 
faith only.” Some so abused the doc- 
trine of free grace in the pardon of 
sin, as to make it an occasion of con- 
tinuing in sin. Let us coptinue in 
sin,” said they, “that grace may a- 
bound.” ‘This led to the very perti- 
nent interrogation of the Apostle Paul; 
“How shall we, who are dead to sin, 
live any longer therein? Know ye 
not that so many of us as were bapti- 
zed into Jesus Christ, were baptized 
into his death ? ‘Therefore we are bu- 
ried with him by baptism into death; 
that like as Christ was raised up from 
the dead by the glory of the Father, 
even so we also should walk in new- 
ness of life.” There were those, it ap- 
pears, in the primitive age, who fancied 
themselves exalted by the gospel to 
such a state, that they could not sin: 


might be made manifest that they were || Let them do what they might, they 


not all of us.” 


1 Were no longer sinners. 


These per- 
an 
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verters of tle gospel, we find noticed 
and reproved by the apostle John. 
“If we say that we have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 
in us. If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
andto cleanse us from all unrighteous- 
ness,- If we say that we have not sin- 
ned,we make hima liar,and his word is 
not in-us.”” The Nicolaitanes were 
another class, inthe days of the apos- 
iles, who under pretence of enjoying 
the spiritual liberty of the gospel, be- 
came the slaves of their fleshy lusts. 
They “held the doctrine of Balaam, 
who taught Balak to cast a stumbling 
block before the children of Israel, to 
eat things sacrificed to idels, and to 
commit fornication.” Perhaps they 
were the same “ungodly men,’ spo- 
ken of by Jude, who “turned the grace 
of God into lasciviousness, and deni- 
ed the only Lord God, and our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” 

4. There were those, I think, in 
the days of the apostles, who erred in 
their mode of interpreting the scrip- 
fures. ‘Vhey “adopted that absurd 
and corrupt custom used ainong the 
Jews, of darkening the plain words of 
the Holy scriptures by insipid and 


foreed allegories, and of drawing them | 


violently from their proper and natu- 
ral signification, in order to extort from 
them certain mysterious and hidden 
significations.” As instances of this; 
we may cite the “Shepherd of Her- 
mas,” and the epistle attributed to 
Barnabas, which, if not written in the 
(lays ofthe apostles, were very early 
written, and are still extant. Inter- 
preters of this class were among the 
many spoken of by Paul, “who cor- 
rupt the word of God,” and who “turn 
away their ears from the truth, and 
are turned unto fables.’ And to in- 
terpretations such as these he may be 
understood as referring in his direction 
io Timothy; “Refuse profane and old 
wives fables, and exercise thyself rath- 
ex unto godliness.” 

5. [It was an error of the apostolic- 
al times into which many seem to have 
tallen, that the day of judgment, and 
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the end of the world, were near at 
hand. This idea was for a season. su 
prevalent among the Thessalonians, 
that they were induced to neglect their 
necessary avocations, and thus brought 
discredit on their profession. Whefe- 
fore the Apostle wrote unto them, “We 
beseech you brethren, by the coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our 
gathering together unto him; that ye 
be not soon shaken in mind, or be 
troubled; neither by spirit, nor by 
word,nor by letter, as from us, as that 
the day of Christ is at hand. Let 
no man deceive you,. by any means; 
for that day shall not come, except 
there come a falling away first, and 
that man of sin be revealed, the son of 
perdition. Remember ye not that 
while I was yet with you, I told you 
these things.” And those among 
them, who, under an impression that 
the end of the world was near, had 
sinfully neglected their necessary busi- 
ness, he admonishes in the following 
faithful manner: “Wehear that there 
are some which walk among you dis- 
orderly, working not at all, but are 
busy bodies. Now them. that are 
such, we command and exhort, by our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that with quietness 
they work, and eat their own bread. 
For even when we were with you, this 
we commanded you, that if any would 
not work, neither should he eat.” 
{t may be supposed also that some, to 
whom the apostle Peter wrote, had 
been expecting the coming of the 
day of God, and had begun even to 
lose their confidence in the promi- 
ses, because it was delayed. For he 
thought it necessary to say unto them, 
“The Lord is not slack concerning 
his promise, as some men count slack- 
ness; but is long suffering to usward, 
not willing that any should perish, but 
that all should come to repentance. 
For one day is with the Lord as a 
thousand years, and a thousand years 
as one day. But the day of the Lord 
will come, as asthief in the night; in 
the which the heavens shall pass away 
with a great noisé, and the elements 
shall melt with fervent heat, the eart 
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uiso, and the works that are therein, 


foundation of hope. While others | 
shall be burnt up.” | 


chose to regard themselves so entirely 
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In the different errors which infest- 
ed the apostolical churches, we may 
see that the love of error is deeply 
seated in every human breast. It was 
one purpose, for which the Son of God 
appeared in our world, that he “might 





| dependent on him, as to render good 
performances useless and unnecessary. 
There were some, at that period, who 
desired and attempted to incorporate 
the wisdom which was from above, 
with the boasted wisdom ofthis pres- 


bear witness to the truth.” And the |/ent world. And there were others, 

; Holy Spirit was given to the apostles, || who, under a pretence of living above 
that it might “lead them into all éruth.” || the world, and keeping themselves at a 
| At the period, therefore, of which we || distance from it, #eglected the most ne- 
have been speaking, a flood of divine || cessary duties of life. A very little 
truth, as pure as the region from which || acquaintance with the history of the 
it came, was suddenly poured upon a | church will be sufficient to convince 
t desert world. And had mankind lov- || any observer, that these are some of 
l ed the truth, they might have retained || the principal channels in which errors 
{ and enjoyed it, till the end of time. || have flowed, from that period down 
t But how soon was their native aver- || tothe present. 

t sion to it exhibited ? How soon did In the errors of the apostolical ‘age, 
e the streams, which flowed so pure at || we may see what was the faith of the 
t first, begin to be corrupted? Even || apostles—that precious “faith once 
1 before the eyes of the apostles, and || delivered to the saints.” It must have 
- under the droppings of their heaven- || been the opposite of all these errors. 
v inspired lips, and among those too || From the epposition of the apostles to 
e who had professed to receive and love || the various errors which prevailed rel- 
= the truth, heresies sprang up and flour- || ative to the person of Christ, wemay 
e ished, .and errors of the most danger- || see what they understood and believ- 
e ous and destructive kind were broach- |j ed in regard to this subject. They 
in edand propagated. In instances such || could not have received as truth any 
S as these, who does not see evidence of || of these theories, which they opposed 
1. the depravity of our race; and that a |; and denounced as errors. They be- 
iS love of error, and a strong aversion to || lieved in the proper dezty, and in the 
id religious truth, are deeply seated in ev- || humanity of their Saviour—that he 
re ery human breast? | was “God, manifest in the flesh.” 
to We may see also from what has || And by the same mode of judging, we 
id been said, that errors on religious sub- || may ascertain their belief, in the doc- 
1€ jects have usually runin the same bc of Chrit’s atonement, of justifi- 
to great channels. ‘These channels were || cation by faith, in the necessity of 
1- marked out in the apostolical age; and | a holy life, and in what have been 
he the same erroneous views which were || termed generally the doctrines of 
Nn, entertained then, have in the general || grace. This kind of evidence of their 
ng been advocated in all periods since. || belief in these doctrines is the more 
K- There were some then, who consider- || convincing, because it is zndirect. It 
rd, ed the Lord Jesus Christ as neither |} presents itself in such a way, that it is 
put God nor man, but as possessing a mid- || scarcely possible we should be mista- 
Ce. dle nature, and occupying some mid- |} ken respecting it, or deceived by it. 
a dle ground. And there were others, I hope all who read this paper may 
ars § who considered him a mere prophet, || be deeply sensible of the value of the 
ord § like Moses—a mere human teacher of || scriptures—that fountain of pure and 
in @ religious things. .There were some, || heavenly truth, to which we have so 
jay @ who felt not that they needed the mer- || free access—that “sure word of proph- 
wc its of a Divine Redeemer, but depen- || ecy to which it becomes us to take heed, 
rth 
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until the day dawn, and the dayspring 
arise in our hearts.” Those whe walk 
by this perfect rule, walk safely and 
surely; while such as depart from it 
(as we all are fearfully liable to do) are 
lost, at once, in error, in confusion, and 
in darkness. Fr; 
2000— 


exeitions and prayers of God’s peo- 
ple. 

God has decreed and foretold that 
he will take the people of Israel from 
among the heathen, and bring them 
into their own land, and sprinkle clean 
water upon them, and give them a 
new heart, and cause them to walk in 
his statutes and to keep his judgments. 
This event is therefore certain. But 
it is equally certain that it will never 
be brought about without the use of 
means. Without the exertions of 

God is the efficient cause of all || God’s people Israel will never be re- 
things. As an infinitely wise intelli- {| stored. For God hath expressly said 
gent, and powerful being, he always || “I will yet for this be inquired of by 

| 





For the Utica Christian Repository. 
USE OF MEANS. 
If all things are fixed and certain, 
where is the pr@priety of using 


means? 


operates accordingly to the same eter- the house of Israel to do it for them.” 
nal and unchangeable plan. ‘Known In the voyage of the apostle Paul 
unto him are all his works from the be- 
ginning. of the world.” With him 
nothing is past or future. Eternity is 
present before him. He sees at one 
view all possible events that can ever 
take place throughout his vast domin- 
ions. He now knows, and always has 
known with perfect certainty what will 
be the moral character of every indi- 
ividual in this world, as well as his 
final state in the world to come. 

And that God’s foreknowledge of 
future events implies that such events 
are certain, must be acknowledged by 
every candid person. For to say that 
God certainly knows an event will 
take place, and that it is nevertheless 
uncertain whether it will take place or 
not, is plainly irrational and absurd. || that time neglected the use of means. 
All things then are fixeé@ and certain. Suppose they had yielded themselves 

3ut the previous certainty of future e- || to the tempest, to be driven whitherso- 
vents doesnot destroy the use of means. || ever the violence of the wind and the 
Means are as necessary as though the || waves might carry them. Or sup- 
end had never been decreed, and not- ! pose they had gone further, and said 
withstanding the decree the end will | we shall surely be saved do what we 
never be accomplished without them. will, and had plunged themselves into 


from Cesarea to Rome, as they had 
proceeded a considerable distance on 
their way, a violent tempest suddenly 
arose, the horizon was overspread with 
thick clouds, and the ship was exceed- 
| ingly driven with the wind. All hope 
that they should be saved, was then 
taken away. ‘They were in constant 
expectation of perishing in the deep. 
In this hour of extreme danger an an- 
gel of God appeared unto Paul, ex- 
horted him to take courage, and made 
known the Divine decree that none of 
thenr should be lost, but that every one 
‘should get safe to land. Here then 
the decree had gone forth. ‘The event 
was as sure as the veracity of Him who 
cannot lie. But suppose they had at 


This truth is clearly taught, confirm- || the sea. Would this have been ra- 
ed, and illustrated, in various parts of || tional? Or would they have had any 
reason to believe that they should not 
perish? Surely not. And the apos- 
tle himself, to whom God’s purpose 
to save all in the ship had been imme- 


course of Divine providence, there is 
no good bestowed upon man, no judg- 
ment sent, and no event whatsoever 
brought to pass without the instrumen- 
tality of means. Judgments are sent 
as punishments for sin, and blessings 
are bestowed in consequence of the 





diately revealed, when he perceived 
that the shipmen who alone were skill- 
ed in managing the vesse) were about 


sacred history. In the ordinary 
to make their escape, said unto the 








|e 


centurion, “except these abide in the 
ship, ye cannot be saved.” 

The possession of the land of Ca- 
naan by the children of Israel was de- 
creed and foretold many centuries be- 
fore it took place. The event was ab- 
solutely certain. But what a variety 
and long course of means was em- 
ployed to bring it about. Abraham 
must be called, Isaac and Jacob be 
born and have families; Joseph must 
be sold to Potiphar, and promoted by 
Pharaoh; his father’s family go down 
into Egypt, there multiply and be op- 
pressed.. Moses must be born, expo- 
sed in the Nile and adopted by Phara- 
oh’s daughter. 
moral agents were raised up, and ma- 
ny instruments wereemployed. God's 
people although they knew the event 
was certain, did not on that account 
lessen their own exertions. And the 
Lord. himself, to accomplish his prom- 
ises,“shook the heavens and the earth, 
the sea and the dry land.” 

Thus it is abundantly taught in. sa- 
cred history that the previous certainty 
of future events.does in no way, de- 
stroy the use of means. Many more 
passages might be cited but these are 
sufficient. Means are as necessary as 
though the end had never been .de- 
creed. . + 

We will now inquire more particu- 
larly why they are necessary. Means 
of themselves have no effect. Events 
can be brought to pass without them. 
In the creation of the world, “God 
spake, and it was done; he command- 
ed, and it stood fast; he said let there 
be light, and there was light.” He is 
able to work all things in the same 
way. Means then are not necessary 
in the nature of things, but have a con- 
stituted necessity. God can with per- 
fect ease work without them, but in 
his wise constitution of things, chooses 
toemploy them. But why does he 
choese to employ them? ‘This ques- 
tion it may be difficult to answer. We 
have reason however to believe that it 
is to secure the free moral agency of his 
intelligent creatures. If means were 


not employed, it is easy to see that 





A great number of 
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nen would not be actuated by motives; 


|and if men were not actuated by me- 


tives they would not be moral agents. 
God has therefore established a kind 
of connexion between means and ends. 
And this connexion is so constituted, 
as not only to secure our free moral 
‘agency, but to cause us to exert that 
agency. We actin view of some end 
we wish to accomplish. We see that 
the accomplishment of that end has 
some important connexion with certain 
means; and those means we invaria- 
bly employ as the only way to obtain 
our purpose. | . 

But suppose things were otherwise 
constituted. Suppose God had not 
decreed future events. Means _ of 
themselves would never effect any 
thing. And as God is the efficient 
cause of all things, nothing would be 
done unless he did it. And it would 
be altogether uncertain what he would 
do, for he would not have determined 
what to do. It would not be certain 
that he will reward the righteous and 
punish the wicked, for he would not 
have determined so to do. Neither 
would it be certain but that he will 
save the wicked, and punish the right- 
eous, for he would not have determin- 
ed not todo it. The same uncertain- 
ty would also be introduced into all 
temporal affairs. God would not have 
decreed, and consequently it would be 
uncertain, What means would be made 
to accomplish any particular end, or 
whether-the end would be accomplish- 
ed in any way whatever. If therefore 
we should use means with design to 
accomplish any end, we should have 
no better reason to expect that they 
would be made efiectual to the accom- 
plishment of that end, than that they 
would be made effectual, to the ac- 
complishment of some other end, or 
ot none at all. 

We see then that the previous cer- 
tainty of future events is so far from 
destroying the use of means, that it is 
one principal encouragement to use 
them. 

But suppose again that God had 
decreed future events, but had estab- 
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lished no connexion between means |] his angels charge concerning thee, and 
andends. ‘The events would then be || in their hands they shall bear thee up, 
certain it is true, but how to bring |j lest at any time thou dash thy foot a- 


them about we could never know. || gainst a stone.” 


How wise then, and how much to be 
preferred is the present constitution of 
things! God has decreed whatsoever 
comes to pass. All things are fixed 
and certain. Chance cannot  inter- 


his purposes. Hils glorious designs of 
grace and salvation, will be promoted 


i 


It was indeed de- 


i creed that Christ should be preserved. 


! 
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But if he had cast himself down he 
would not have been preserved. Such 
an act would have been presumption. 
It would have been tempting God, as 


swered,it is written again,thou shalt not 
temptthe Lord thy God.” Now Christ 


rupt his plans. J*atality cannot thwart Christ evidently implied, when he an- 


with uninterrupted success, till they 
are fully accomplished according to 
his pleasure. 

But the doctrine of decrecs, as it 
necessarily includes personal election, 
is often wrested by sinners to their 
own destruction. If, say tuey, the fi- 
nal state of every individual is fixed 


and certain, ‘‘the elect will be saved || 


do what they please, and the repro- 
bate will be damned do what they 
can.” That the elect will be saved, 
and that the reprobate will be dam- 
ned, is true. But that the elect will 
be saved do what they please, and 
that the reprobate will be damned do 
what they can, is not true. Let sin- 
ners beware how they cavil with the 
word of God. The truth is they are 
not pleased with Christ and his salva- 
tion. They will not come unto him 
that they might have life. Our repent- 
ance and faith are as much decreed as 
our salvation. If I am elected to be 
saved, yet,I shall not be saved, unless 
{ repent and believe. Jt was certain 
that the crew who sailed’ with Paul 
from Cesarea, would get safe to land. 
But this they could not have done had 
not the shipmen remained in the ves- 
sel. Itis decreed concerning him that 
puts his trust in the Lord, that God 
shall give his angels charge concern- 
ing him to keep him. And the devil 
in tempting our Saviour drew from this 
decree an argument similar to the 
one which he puts into the mouths-of 
sinners now. He took Jesus up into 
the holy city, and set him on a pinna- 
cle of the temple, and said unto him 
‘if thou be the son of God cast thyself 
down ; for jtis written, he shall give 
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iseurexample. And when sinners are 
tempted to abandon themselves to the 
unrestrained pursuits of sin, in conse- 
quence of the doctrine of decrees, let 
them make a reply to the tempter simil- 
ar to the one which Christ made, if they 
would not cast themselves down intothe 
bottomless pit of everlasting misery. 


A. Z, 
OQ 


From the New-York Observer. 
THE BIBLE IN MEXICO. 
Extract of aletter from Rev. Mr. Brigham to 
ihe Agent of the American Bible Society, 
dated Mexico, Feb. 18, 1826. 


Dear Sir,—I see by my notes, that I wrote 
you from G nayaquil saying that I had brought a 
box of Spanish ‘Testaments there from Lima, 
and shouid probably sell a part and carry part to 
Mexico. [I sold in Guayaquil 180 for $120. 
The 20 which I brought with me, with the excep- 
tion of four soid for four dollars, I distributed 
among the poor at Acapuleo, and along the road 
from thence to Mexico, I find in every part of 
Mexico, not only a willingness to possess the 
word of God, but even a strong desire, and that 
no open opposition is made to their distribution 
from any quarter, Since my arrival at the cap- 
ital, an American merchant has received 500 
Spanish Bibles from New-York, and about 130 
Testaments,all of which he sold readily and for a 
high price. The Bibles sold for $5 each and were 
afierwards retailed for $8 and a half, and I saw 
some asking for them in the streets, $12. The 
same merchant is expecting more every day, 
and will at once sell them as he did the first. I 
have never felt so much encouraged with regard 
to circulating the word of life, since I !:ave been 
in Spanish America, as I am at present. When 
at Chili, they would scarcely sell at all, but since 
leaving that place there has appeared an increas- 
ing demand. I am confident that had I posses- 
ed them, I might in Peru, Colombia, and Mexi- 
co, have sold instead of four or five hundred, as 
many thousands. I regret, exceedingly, that I 
had not possessed them. 


You have doubtless seen that a Bible Society 
has been formed in Colombia, and is patronized 
by the leading men of Government and the 
church. I have been exceedingly anxious to form 
a similar society in Mexico, but it has been 
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‘nought best by geod advisers, to defer the at- 
tempt a little longer. I shail endeavor, before I 
leave’ here, to take some steps towards the for- 
mation of such a Society; as I shall also to- 
wards the causing of the New-Testament to be 
translated into the Mexican tongue, which is yet 
spoken by many thousands. Providence per- 
mitting, I shail be in New-York in April or May, 
and shall be able to teil you what can be done 
in relation to the fwo objects mentioned, and al- 
so to open a correspondence with individuals 
here respecting their ultimate attainment. In 
the mealine, if opportunities present, I should 
think it best to forward both Bibles and Testa- 
ments to this place, with directions in regard to 
their sale and distribution. I hope, also, that 
some boxes will be forwarded to South America 
particularly to Lima, and Guayaquil. Mr. W. 
of the latter place, would probably be able to 
send one or two boxes to some acquaintance in 
Quito, Cuenca, Acapulco, and San Blas, and 
recover and forward the pay for them. 

I have recently been thinking that it would be 
a useful measure to print a circular in Spanish, 
containing the outlines of a Constitution, some- 
thing like that of Colombia, and then propose 
that.whatever South American city will adopt 
this Constitution, or a similar one, it shail be 
supplied with Bibles and ‘Testaments by the A. 
B. Society at a low rate. I shall be able on my 
return, to mention to you individuals, in most of 
the cities, to whom such circulars should be sent. 
Indeed I have already talked with some on 
this very subject, and have told them that 
such a measure may very probably be adopted. 

As near as I can learn, there has, as yet, in 
all this republic of 7,000,000 souls, been distrib 
uted only about 2000 copies of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and there is nearly the same destitution in 
all the other sister Republics. A wise Provi- 
dence is now opening the way for the distribu- 
tion of this sacred treasure among them; ‘and 
who is there among us, that knows himself the 
worth of the Bible, that wilt not strive to impart 
it to the people of this country, and at the same 
time pray that it may here have free course, run 
and be glorified. Wishing you and all others 
abundant success, who are engaged in the cause 
of the Holy Scriptures, I remain, Dear Sir, 
with much respect, yours, &c. 

J. C. Bricuam. 

Who would have thought it? Five hundred 
Bibles sold in the Mexican market at wholesale 
for $2,500; 500 Bibles sold readily at a profit of 
more than 400 per cent, and apparently an un- 
limited demand for more! Let our merchants 
look at this. Can they make a greater profit on 
any thing which they send to South America? 
We hope that money will be poured into the 
treasury of the American Bible Society, that 
there may be no delay in manufacturing immedi- 
ately Spanish Bibles enough to supply the orders 
which may be expected from all our principal 
seaports. —Eds. Observer. 


—Isja> 
From the London Congregational Mag. 
FRESH PERSECUTIOWS AT GENEVA. 
We have lately received vartOus letters from 
Geneva, which show that the Christians in that 
once highly favored, but now apostate city, are 


at present placed in a very critical situation. 
Most of our readers are acquainted with the awa- 


15% 


kening which took place there about ten years 
ago, through the blessing that rested on the la- 
bours of Mr. Haldane, among the theolozical 
students of the University. Shortly after that 
period the ‘“‘Venerable Company” of the pas- 
tors took alarm at the rapid growth of Metho- 
dism;* and the appearance of it among some of 
the most distinguished of their own body greatly 
increased their anxiety. They saw that it 
would be difficult, if not impossible, to turn out 
of the church those who had obtained a regular 
place among themselves, but they resolved to use 
their utmost efforts to prevent any from becom- 
ing thereafter members of ‘the ‘Company.” 
Their first step was to draw up certain articles 
prohibiting any minister to preach on the Divini- 
ty our Lord, Original Sin, and other fundamen- 
tal doctrines. They refused ordimation to any 
of the students who would not subscribe, and in 
consequence many rejected. 

M. Malan not having yet obtained admission 
into the Company of Pastors, although he had 
been regularly ordained, was made the next ob- 
ject of attack. Our readers are generally aware 
of the persecution which that undaunted champi- 
on of the Cross of Christ, has at various times 
been called to endure. They know that he has 
been deposed from his office as regent in the Col- 
lege, deprived of his ministerial character in the 
church, and that he is only indebted to the in- 
dulgence of the government for the degree of tol- 
eration he has enjoyed in being suffered to preach 
in a chapel which has been built for him without 
the walls. Here, however, he has not been left 
unmolested, but has been subjected to every in- 
jury and petty insult which the Arian, Socinian, 
Pelagian ministers could invent, to gratify their 
malignant feelings against the man wko dared so 
faithfully, so eloquently, and so successfully to 
preach in the midst of opposition, and scorn, sal- 
vation by Jesus Christ, perfect God and perfeet 
man. MM. Malan, although the most distinguish- 
ed, was not the only victim, and the story of 
Messrs. Empeytaz, Gonties, Gyt, Guers, &e. 
would only present another picture of injurious 
and vexatious persecution exerted against boid 
and faithful, though unoffending witnesses for the 
truth. 

Such had continued to be the state of affairs 
till within the last few months, when the enmitv 
of the Geneva pastors against the truth, seemed 
to have gained fresh strength. The increasing 
numbers that frequented the preaching of M. Ma- 
lan, the continual instances that were occurring 
ef conversion through his instrumentality,and the 
blessing which attended the ministry of Messrs. 
Empeytaz, Guers, &c. seemed more and more 
to rouse their indignation. Their animosity was 
in an especial manner directed against M. Gaus- 
sen, one of their own number, who, ever since 
he was brought to know the truth about ten years 
ago, has not ceased to labour with unceasing as- 
siduity and distinguished suecess in the vine- 
yard of the Lord. M. Gaussen was last sum- 
mer formally excluded from every pulpit in Ge- 
neva, except his own at Satigny, aad it seems 
doubtful whether |:is situation as a pastor, and 
his connexion with some of the first families at 
Geneva, will continue to protect this faithful 
minister of Christ. 

M. Chaysiere, one of the Arian or Socinian 
pastors, also preached a most violent sermon 
~* In many parts of Europe, all vital religion is 
repruachfully denominated Methodism.— Eds, 
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aginst the Jfon./ers or Methodists, whom he at- 
tackedwitis the most unmeasured warmth, and 
represented thin as enemies tothe State. ‘This 
sermon had the efiect of exasperating the popu- 
laee to such a degree, that it was not safe for 
any of the evangelical preachers to be seen in 
tle streefz, MM. Guers was stoned in one of the 
wutblie squares, and narrowly escaped with his 
ite; and M. Malan’s house was also attacked. 
it is but just to the Government, however, to ob- 
serve, that they gave no Sanction to these acts 


rv ; os alt oe 
of viclence, and when the writer of this notice 


was himself at Geneva last aurmn, there was a 
«uard of gens @armes stationed every evening 
near the houses of M. Malan and M. Guers. 
In the mean time every attempt was made to 
ealwmniate and traduce the Christians at Grene- 
va. Eivery lic was invented and greedily pro- 
pagated through the medium of the newspapers, 
for the purpose oi pourmg on them obloquy and 
contempt. If a persen committed suicide, it 
was said he had heard a sermon of one of the 
Momiers. If a person became deranged, his 
disorder was attributed to the same cause, and 
even the English newspapers have copied into 
‘heir columns these baseless fabrications. 

But affairs at Geneva wear, it seems a still 
more critical aspect than before. It seems that 
M, Bost, a preacher who was formerly excluded 
from the church at Geneva, and who is well 
known abroad for his uncommon talent, zeal, 
boldness, as well as for the extraordinary bles- 
sing that has attended his Jabors, especially in 
Germany, published an answer to the above- 
mentioned sermon of M. Chaysiere. We have 
not seen M. Bost’s pamphlet, but understand 
that it displayed much ability, and contained a 
very mastctly exposure of the futility of the 
charges brought against the Momiers by M. 
Chaysiere. The ‘Venerable company” at Ge- 
neva were, however, much enraged at the bold- 
ness of M. Bost, and determined, if possible to 
crush him. A prosecution was commenced 
against him, by the public prosecutor, who char- 
ced him with describing the Pastors of Geneva 
as @ sect in the Christian world who denied some 
of the leading doctrines of the Gospel. For 
this alleged crime, he desired that M. Bost 
should be imprisoned for two years, and pay a 
fine of 2000 florms. M. Bost pleaded his own 
cause, in the presence of a multitude of people, 
attracted by curiosity to witness his trial, and 
thus had a fine opportunity of proclaiming the 
truths of the Gospel. MM. Malan writes that his 
defence was admirable, and produced the deep- 
est impression on his judges and auditory. M. 
Giuers says that it was heard with astonishment 
and delight; that Bost’s whole conduct has en- 
deared him not only to M. Malan and his breth- 
ren who are not of the church, but to those 
faithful ministers who are still ,permitted to re- 
main in it. The result was rhost mortifying to 
the clergy, as M. Bost was acquitted by his jud- 
ges. It is thought, however, that the matter 
will not rest here, but that a fresh attack will be 
made on their formidable antagonist. M. Ma- 
lan’s case is also to be reviewed, and it is even 
thought that the pastors to whom we have allu- 
ded, will not remain unmolested. In the mean 
time it is the duty of every Christian to offer up 
his most fervent prayer to the throne of grace, 
ihat strength from on high may be furnished to 
these holy and devoted men, of whom it 
may be truly said, that to them it has been 





given on the behalf of Chiist, not only 

to believe on him, but also, to suffer for his 

sake. 
—<A— 

The following Obituary of Mrs. Knianr, is 
extracted from Mr. Winslow’s Jot «nal at Oo- 
dooville, coniained in the Missionary Herald 
for April. 

April 27, 1825. —“‘Attended this day the fu- 
neral of our dear and valued sister, Mrgagktnight. 
Her death, though she has been sick PF some 
time, was at last sudden and unexpected. I 
saw and prayed with her a few hours before she 
died, but did not apprehend that her departure 
was so near. ‘The most that she said to me as 
she took my hand when I went to the bed-side, 
was, ‘It is good to be in the hands of God,”’ 
We trust she has indeed found it to be good. 
Her body lies interred by the side of our la- 
mented brother Richards, and her soul is, we 
believe, before the throne. Her afflicted part- 
ner mourns most deeply his great loss; and the 
children—what will become of them? We can 
only say, “The Lord will provide.” This 
death is one of tke mysterious dispensations of 
Him, whose way is often in deep waters and 
thick clouds of the sky. irs. Knight was in the 
enjoyment of perhaps better health, than any fe- 
male in our mission, and was just placed in a sit- 
uation of much usefulness. Yet she has been 
taken, while those who, through feebleness, are 
able to do but little, have been lett. 
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By the late arrival here from India, intelli- 
gence was brought, of the death of Rey. Ep- 
MUND Frost, Missionary of the American 
Board to Bombay. He died some time last au- 
tumn, (particulars not known,) of consumption. 
Mr. F. and lady left this country in the month 
of September 1523, and arrived at their destina- 
tion June 28th, 1824. Of course he had been 
immediately connected with the Mission but lit- 
tle more than a year, when death called him to 
his reward. 
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Utica Missionary Depository. 


Ree‘d for the A. B.C. F. M. from the Ist of April, 
1826, to the Ist of May. 


Sangerfield, Mr. Abner Townsley, as an an- 

nual donation to ed. Frutilla Townsley, 

at Mayhew, Choctaw nation, $30 00 
Utica, Gent. asso. in aid of the A. B. F. M. 

by J. Bradish, Tr. 37,50; mon. con. 8,23; 


a young convert’s offering, 2; 47 73 
Romulus, Avails of a go'd ring, 75 
Richland, Mrs. John Holmes, by Rev. D. R. 

Dixon, 3 00 
Clinton, From a fem, friend of missions, 50; 

av, of industry in Miss Royce’s sch. 8; 58 00 
Henderson, For the U. F. M. Soe. by Rev. 

P. V. Bogue, 12 00 


Fairfield, A tem. friend, by Rev. D. Chasseli, 15 00 
Sherburne, A dona. fr. Miss. Jemima More, 
3; do. fur the Herald, 1,50; and a bundle 


of clothing, estimated at 8; 4 50 
Mt. Vernon, Mon. Con. by Mr. Isaae Carpen- 

ter. 30 00 
Little Falls, Mop, Com by Mr. John Dygart, 5 00 
Hamilton, Av. aie mi. field, by Mr. Wi lard 

Welton, 12 00 
Christian Co. (Ken.) In payment for the Her- 

ald in 1824, by Rev. R. Cushman, 10 00 





Amount of Cash, &227 92 
ABIJAH THOMAS, Agent. 
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